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France on June Ist with the last of Phase 


Farina’s Squad for Korea 


up. SBS ‘replay’ of 
Australia’s first clash against Mexico at10 A. Vidmar 
31 


Steve Horvat (left) and Toto da Costa, both of the Melbourne 
celebrate a goal, during the 2-2 drawn game between 


Michael Owen scoring the first goal for Liverpool during the 2001 FA Cup Final between Arsenal and Liverpool at the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff, over the weekend. 
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Adelaide 


$600,000 new home 


delaide City Force sharehold- 

ers will soon be required to 

contribute a whopping 
$600,000 to purchase the club’s head- 
quarters from the South 
Australian Government, 
in a broadbased io 
meeting sched- 
uled for May 
27, at Oakden, 
Adelaide. 

About 125, of the 
1,200 members, voted on May 
7, at an open meeting of members 
and general supporters, to try to raise the 
cash through donations rather than sell- 
ing shares in a new unlisted public com- 
pany. Those members on their own 
chipped-in about $25,000 and have 
given the board authorisation to write to 
other members in an attempt to raise 
more funds necessary to complete the 
deal. 

Adelaide City Force president Bob 
D'Ottavi described the donations 
pledged so far as disappointing but 
maintained that the purchase of the sub- 
urban Oakden headquarters, formerly 
home to the failed Adelaide Rams 


U/20 SOCCEROOS 
OFF TO 
ASIAN GAMES 


n 18-man Under-20 soccer squad 

will depart Sydney today, as part 

of the 15-sport contingent under 
the Australian Olympic Committee, 
which is representing Australia at the 
East Asia Games, being held in Osaka, 
Japan from May 19, 

National Youth Coach Ange 
Postecoglou will use the games, in which 
Australia plays Japan and Guam in its 
opening rounds, as valuable preparation 
for next month’s FIFA World Youth 
Championship in Argentina. 

“The East Asia Games herald the start 
of a very hectic period for Australia’s 
youth teams, and will provide valuable 
experience for each member of the squad,” 
said coach Ange Postecoglou frem 
Melboume today. 

“The tournament is a very prestigious 
one and we are delighted to have been 
invited, we’re looking forward to continu- 
ing the good form which saw us through 
our recent qualifiers, and we're obviously 
hoping to win it.” he concluded. 


‘ reth : 
_KISNORBO Patrick 
McKAIN Jonathan 
MILICEVIC liubo 
‘VASILEVSKI Daniel 
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City plan 


Rugby League team, was crucial to the 
financial survival of the club. 

According to him, “We have to find a 
way to raise the $600,000. we all agree 

that Ram Park is imperative for the 
future of the Adelaide City 
Force.” 
N The club is calling 
‘on its members to 
raise the amount 
needed to buy the 
park, and use it for its 
home games and possibly reno- 
vate it to host other community events 
and rake-in much-needed erevenue for 
the club. This appraoch is being attempt- 
ed as against another option of privatis- 
ing the club and selling its shares to 
investors. 

Bob D'Ottavi noted also that the price 
of $600,000 was a bargain figure for the 
Ram Park, considering that it is valued 
at $3.2 million. 


By Graham Cooke 


and humble to join the elite group of 
Canberra area players who have won 

the top individual award in NSW soccer. 
The Belconnen Blue Devils striker was 
unable to attend the presentation night in 
Sydney where he was named NSW Premier 
League Player of the Year, adding to the joint 


S= Lazzari says he feels honoured 


estvalu 


Steve Lazzari: NSW's Player of the Year being congratulated by 
Belconnen Devils President, Tony Patterson, 


NSW Avard Thrills Lazzari 


Golden Boot for his 14 goals in the summer 
competition, the same number as Darren 
Tocca of Blacktown City Demons. 
~ Instead he received his medal and trophy 
from Blue Devils president Tony Paterson 
before the start of the ACT Premiership 
game between Belconnen’s local team and 
Gungahlin Juventus. 

Although Lazzari put on a Belconnen shirt 
for photographs, he is playing for Juventus in 
the winter competition and had a major role 


in his team’s 4-0 win. 

His award evoked memories of the golden 
era of Canberra area soccer in the NSW 
League, beginning in 1987 when Canberra 
City striker Alan Reis took the Player of the 
Year title followed by Baz Giampaolo of 
Queanbeyan’s Inter Monaro in 1988 and 
1989. 

Lazzari has also been named in the NSW 
Premier League select team to play Victoria 
on June 2; 


It’s Joeys v Brazil again! 


USTRALIA is set to re-enact the 

final of the 1999 FIFA Under-17 

World Championship against 

|| Brazil, after being drawn with the cur- 

| rent champion in Group A for the 2001 

tournament, to be held in Trinidad & 
bago, in September. 

Eighteen months ago in Auckland, the 
Joeys were gallant in defeat, stretching 
Brazil through 90minutes and golden goal, 
to a penalty shoot-out, eventually losing 
that in heart-breaking fashion, 8-7, to take 
home the silver medal. 

The LG Joeys will be looking for a tum- 
around in fortunes in September, but have 

}| landed a particularly tough draw, with host 
nation Trinidad & Tobago, and Croatia also 
Group A opponents. 

“Looking at it, our group has to be the 
toughest,” ‘said coach Ange Postecoglou, 
today. 


“We face the defending champion, we 
face the home nation, and we face a soccer 
nation which produces ‘great soccer talent 
‘on a regular basis. 

“We'll be tested early on with Brazil first 
up, butin all honesty, this Australian team is 
a new group of players with a new coach, so 
what happened last time really shouldn't 
affect us, it's a new campaign - but it is 
Brazil, it is a huge challenge, and if we can 


knock them over, it will be a huge achieve- - 


ment. 

“Our squad will get together, probably in 
late July for a small camp-to finalise the 
selection process, and then we'll probably 
fook:to leave in August for South America, 
which is not far from Trinidad & Tobago, to 
play some high quality pre-competition 


opponents.” Postecoglou concluded. 
~The full draw is yet to be announced by - 


FIFA. 


Fred “aglue: Ufi7. fee 
impressive winger. 


Cosmos combs Hong Kong for new recruits 


By Graham Cooke 


he threatening clouds of 
relegation began to lift 
from the Canberra 


Cosmos last week as coach Mike 
Milovanovic headed for Asia in 


Mike Milovanovic: 
Cosmos’ coach. 


a search for talent to bolster the 
team should it continue in the 
National Soccer League next 
season. 

That seemed a distinct possibil- 
ity after the National Soccer 
League Review Committee’s rec- 
‘commendation that Cosmos be 
retained in the 2001-02 competi- 
tion. 

However, the committee upheld 
Soccer Australia’s original ruling 
that the Cosmos is not a going con- 
ccem, leaving the ruling body with 
an excuse should it wish to pursue 
its original plans to reduce the 
competition to 12 clubs. 

Milovanovic typified the “busi- 
ness as usual” spirit running 
through the club when he left for a 
week in Hong Kong where he will 
be watching the local competi- 
tion’s finals series. 


“We're looking to try some- 
thing different,” he said before 
leaving. “There may be one or two 
players there who can make a dif- 
ference to the Cosmos in the 
NSL.There are players from 
Eastern Europe, the old 


Soviet states and China ptt BER» 


who use Hong Kong as a 
step towards a career in 
football in the West. 
‘There are also a number 

of British players who © 
have not made the top grade 
at home, but who are still quality 
performers.” 

Before he left the coach had 
discussions with members of last 
season's squad. Just two players, 
captain Robbie Hooker and striker 
Mark Hagger, are still under con- 
tract. Tewlve others who will be 
offered terms for next season are: 


Mos © 


Jon Angelucci, Con Anthopoulos, 
David Arranz, Alex Castro, Milton 
Cortes, Shane Lyons, Angelo 
Konstantinou, David —_Milin, 
Hiroshi Miyazawa, Nick Purdue, 
Andy Rakic and Andy Ravenello, 
Marcus Phillips will be offered 
a new contract if he is able 
to demonstrate a retum to 
full fitness, 
This means — yeteran 
defender Toplica 
“©” Popovich, the last survivor 
from the squad that took the 
‘Cosmos into the national competi- 
tion in 1995, will not be retained. 
Also out are Naoki Imaya, Ilija 
Prenzoski, Brad Scott and Bamey 
Smith, 
Miloyanovic said he plans to 
begin pre-season training in mid- 
July. 


PLATH QUITS TUGGERANONG 


._ By Graham Cooke 


luggeranong United coach 
Graham Plath gaye what may 


well be the shortest and to the 
point after-match interview on record 
when he swept out of the dressing 
room after his team's 4-1 loss to 
Belconnen United. 

"I've resigned," he said. 

Plath could later be seen huddling with 
Tuggeranong stalwarts Nick Mathas and 
Alan Strachan as the club face what 
appears to be a fresh crisis in their turbu- 
lent history. 

The result leaves Tuggeranong isolat- 
edaat the bottom of the ACT Premiership. 
More importantly this loss, against the 
only team below them in the table going 
into the game, raises question marks 
against their future in the top level of 
competition. 

The departure of Burns Club has left 
United without a Premiership rival in the 
Tuggeranong Valley, and they were 
expected to build on this advantage after 
a 2000 season spent on the fringes of the 
finals race. 

For Belconnen, the result was a wel- 
come relief after losses to Monaro and 
Gungahlin Juventus in their opening 
games. 

While officially the reigning premiers, 
the entry of the Blue Deyils into the 
NSW Premier League — means 
Belconnen’s ACT team is now classed as 


ACT PREMIERSHIP 


Gunhahlin Juventus. 2 
Canberra Olympic 
Capital Cty Suns 


Hooligans have 


coccer Australia has lodged a report with the 
Victoria police, which, it says, contains the 
names of nine alleged perpetrators of the 
violence atthe NSL's first leg elimination final 


WHITE EAGLES 


BONNYRIGG 
SPORTS CLUB LTD 


NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE 


Requires Coaches for it’s 


Under 19s Grades, for the 
2001 and 2002 season. 


. All applicants must supply details 
of experience, qualifications and 
references to: 


The Secretary, 
Jack Cirjanic 


P.O. Box 226 CABRAMATTA NSW 2166 
714 | FAX: 9823-6997 


PHONE 9823- 


a development squad, containing many 
youngsters in their first season at senior 
level. 

That showed as Tuggeranong had the 
better of the first quarter of the game, 
Mark Patrick went close with a dipping 
shot which grazed the crossbar on its way 
out, then Carl Dieski scored from the 
penalty spot after Craig Unwin was 
judged to have handled the ball. 

Belconnen came back with an equalis- 
er when Clinton Larfield drifted past two 
defenders to score in the 31st minute, but 
it was not until the 74th minute that they 
took a firm grip on the game, 

Some excellent work by Robbie 
Schroder and Unwin opened up a tiring 
Tuggeranong defence for Larfield to 
score his second, then.a quality chip from. 
Schroder dipped over goalkeeper Brett 
‘Owens' head into the net, 

Belconnen piled on the misery three 
minutes from time when a comer from 
Manual Sermeno found Damien Tunney 
perfectly positioned at the far post to 
head home from close range. 

Belconnen coach Oscar Langone said 
the result was a much-needed confidence 
booster. "We haven't been playing badly 
but we have a young side that are only 
going to get better from the week-to- 
week experience of playing at this level," 
he said. 

"We are a development squad and 
there are a few boys here who will be 
knocking on the Blue Devils’ door by the 
end of the season." 

Another team to get off the mark at the 
weekend was University of Canberra 
who came back from 3-1 down to share 
the points with Capital City Suns. The 
Suns' scorers were Goran Josifoski, Pat 
Phommaseisy and Jason Tanchevsky. 
‘Suns assistant coach Paul Whittingham 
said the team failed to keep their shape in 
the second half. "The University always 
seems to reserve something special for 
our games," he said. 

Canberra Olympic swamped Weston 
Creek Royals 6-1 with goals from Elie 
Salloum (2), Paul Macor, Peter Mazis, 
Toplica Popovich and Pino Seminara, 


hijacked Knights 


‘between the Melbourne Knights and Perth Glory 
on Sunday, May 6, 

SA will “request that the police launch an investi- 
gation into the events, with “appropriate charges to 
be laid against those: individuals 
found to have been involved in the 
attacks at Knights Stadium”. 

Immediately after the match a 
Perth supporter was struck in the 
face on the terraces, requiring 
medical treatment. Half an hour 
after the match, security guards 
were bashed. Perth glory coach 
Bemd Stange and several Perth 
players, including Bobby 
Despotovski, accused of igniting 
the violence with a Serbian salute 
that incensed the Croatian crowd, 
‘were also assaulted. 

tis understood that “the police 
can only lay charges against the 
alleged assailants, if the aggrieved 
persons and witnesses come for- 
ward and provide evidence,” 
Sunshine police senior sergeant 
Bob Stork, who was at the stadium 
when the violence erupted, said. 

Melbourne Knights officials 
have blamed a group of thugs, 
known as the Headhunters, for the 
violence. From the western sub- 
urbs of Melbourne, the Nazi-type 
skinheads model themselves on 
the infamous English 
‘Headhunters, linked with Premier 
League Chelsea during the 1980s. 


First and 


got hit in the face said 
tion and violence at the Knights 
ground was common”. 

Soccer Australia said the Knights 
and Despotovski will appear 
before a NSL disciplinary tribunal 
on Wednesday night in 
Melbourne. 


I 


South Melbourne midfielder Zelkjo Susa (left) tussles with Wollongong 


By Bert van Bedat 


league title, while 


'N THE wake of one the worst soccer 
weeks in Melbourne, minor premier 
South Melbourne made a reasonable 
start to its bid to win a historic fifth 
national 
Melbourne Knights advanced to the 
minor semi-final. 
While the Knights got through on away 
goals after drawing 2-2 with Perth Glory, 
South lost 2-1 away to Wollongong and 
only needs a 1-0 win at home on Sunday to 
catch the Wolves and march straight into 
the grand final. 
South was close to a I-] draw until 
Young Socceroo Patrick Kisnorbo, who has 
had a near faultless debut season in 
defence, floored Scott Chipperfield, allow- 
ing Stuart Young to give the Wolves a nar- 
tow first-leg victory with a late penalty. 

Oddly enough, Petgrsen predicted a 2-1 
first-leg outcome, “A 2-1 loss in an aggre- 
gate tie is pretty good, because 1-0 at home 
will get us across the line,” he said. 


the 


Wolves prolific striker Saso Petrovski last weekend. 


South set to hunt 
down Wolves 


all season and this was his first mistake.” 

“I's only half time and a 1-0 victory on 
‘Sunday will get us into the final. If we play 
like we did in Wollongong, I’m confident 
we can get the result we want,” Petersen 
said, 

Wolves coach Ron Corry is equally con- 
fident, pointing out the defending champi- 
on still is very much in the frame. “We're 
going to Melbourne 2-1 ahead. South still 
has to score,” Corry remarked, 

The winner after two legs will go 
straight into the grand final and earn the 
right to stage the season's ultimate match at 
home. The loser will get a second chance 
against the eventual survivor of the top-six 
finals series in the preliminary final. 

MEANWHILE, South Melbourne has 
appointed a corporate sales manager. The 
club appointed George Chepurov last 
week. 

Chepurov is a former Australian and 
State ice hockey champion with quali! 
tions in marketing from Monash Univer 
and “extensive experience in corporate 
sales and marketing”. 


ABSW & 
Marth to miss 


minor Semi-final 


By Bert van Bedat 


RITICS tend to overlook the fact 

there is more steel in the 

Melbourne Knights than there is 
in Newcastle. And the young side will 
need all the tensile resilience it can 
muster on Sunday against Sydney 
Olympic, since it will be without captain- 
coach Andrew Marth and dynamic mid- 
fielder Lubo Lapsansky. 

Others missing will be Young Socceroo 
Daniel Vasilevski, off to the Asian Games, 
and possibly midfielder Andy Vargas, 
whose hamstring injury flared up again 
after the torrid 2-2 draw away with Perth 
Glory last Saturday night that saw the 
Knights go through to the hext finals round 
on away goals. 

Marth tangled with the ubiquitous 
Bobby Despotovski and was sent off for 
retaliating and received an automatic one- 
match suspension, Lapsansky received his 
second yellow card over the two elimina- 
tion legs and also will be suspended for 
Sunday's minor semi-final against Sydney 
Olympic. 

The Knights lost twice against Olympic 
during the home-and-away season. 

Coached by former Knights coach 
Branko Culina, Olympic beat the Knights 
1-0 at home in round 7 with a George 
Goutzioulis strike three minutes into injury 
time, 

Olympic’s 3-2 victory at Somers St in 
round 22 sparked the demise of Vlado 
Vanis as coach of the Knights. He survived, 
a few more weeks before Marth replaced ~ 
him. 

Indomitable Marth kicked himself for 
being sucked into a retaliation that got him 
sent off. “It was very disappointing. 1 
should have known better, but | got sucked 
in by Bobby (Despotoyski). 1 will have to 
pay the consequences, but it’s not just me. 
The whole club has to suffer for it,” a rue- 
ful Marth said afterwards. 

But the Knights coach said he was con- 
fident his side would cope on Sunday, 

“T've said all along that our best eleven 
can compete with any team’in the league. 
Now we have to call on our 13, 14 and 15 
players to do the job for US. But I think we 


thought it was a penalty. But I'm not blam- 
ing Patrick. He’s hardly put a foot wrong 


Petersen readily conceded the penalty. “I 


a kid," Chepuroy said, 


Northern Spirit Football Club (‘NSFC’), a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Rangers Football Club, has recent- 
ly completed its third year in the National Soccer 
League. One of the key objectives of NSFC is the devel- 
opment of the football and commercial infrastructures 

to enable the Club to continue to develop within the 
growing soccer marketplace. An integral part Fa 
of this development is the creation of a Youth 
Development Policy under the direct con- 

trol of a Head of Youth Development. 


The Head of Youth Development has 
responsibility to direct and manage the 
Youth Development Program on a day-to- 
day basis. Applicants must have the expe- 
rience to establish “best practice’ policies 
to ensure the identification and develop- 
ment of youth talent for the benefit of 
NSFC. As such the applicants are required 
to have: 


fe. 


Soccer Australia Level 3 coaching qualifica- 
tions (or equivalent) 

Previous experience of continued education- 
al development programs 


“I'm looking forward to the job, because 
T’ve been a supporter of South since I was 


have enough to cover,” he said. Ivan Jolic 
‘@d Alex Kiratzoglou are certain to come 
into the side. . 


Northern Spirit Football Club 
Job Vacancy — Head of Youth Development 


Previous experience in managing soccer 
deyelopment programs - 
including supervision of staffing 
Demonstrated an ability to manage a pro- 
gram within financial budgets 
Outstanding organisational and administra- 
tion abilities 
Excellent communication skills 


In addition, previous expérience of work- 
ing with elite junior sovcer players and 
professional educational qualifications 
would be an advantage. 


The Head of Youth Development will 

report directly to the Director of Football. 

In addition, there will be coordination and 
liaison with the Ist Grade Management Team. 


An attractive remuneration package will be negotiated 
with the successful applicant. 


Application must be received by Monday 28 
May 2001. For all enquiries and written 
applications please contact: 


Bill Collins 
Director of Football 


Northern Spirit Football Club 
Suite 103 /7 — 9 West Street 
North Sydney, NSW 2060 


== €O2) 9460 2187 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


AUL TRIMBOLI, 
South Melbourne’s fab- 
ulous captain, and 
arguably Australia’s finest 
domestic-based player over 
the past 10 years, last week 
paid Wollongong Wolves’ 
coach, Ronnie Corry, a 
most considerate compli- 
ment, 

‘Trimmers’ said to the 
media; “We as a Club, 
respect what Wollongong 
has achieved. 


Ce 


few classic, (if not unbeliev- 
able), goals with that lethal, 
size 7, left boot of his. 


But come August, 
Marconi’s ‘Richie 
Cunningham’ — look-alike, 


will ‘score’ the-goal-of-his 
life. 

For it’s August that his 
lovely wife Nadia, is expect- 
ed to present ‘Richie’ with 
their first-ever cl 

When recently questioned 
by ‘Good Oil’ what would be 


red wine to wash down 
some delicious hot finger- 
food dished up by Italian 
seafood restaurant, ‘Vieri’, 
our gentleman in question 
looked at his watch. 

Seeing that he was 
already running late, he 
quickly departed to attend 
another meeting. 

Slightly staggering 
across to the nearby mas- 
sive, multi-levelled, public 
parking station, our Soccer 
friend was suddenly struck 
with a common dilemma, 

Where did he leave his 
car? 

Frantically he searched 
for his car. 

Row after row, level 
after level, embarked our 
grey-suited friend, in 
desparate search for his lit- 
tle motor vehicle, 

Not at all an easy exer- 
cise, loaded with a few 
glasses of red liquid under 
your belt, really, 

And guess what? 

He drives one of the 
smallest cars that has ever 
‘come out of Japan. 

Does ‘looking for a nee- 
die in a hay-stack ring a 
bell’? 


ot 
wr 2 


i 


Paul Trimboli: Souths’ skipper last week saluted 
Wollongong. 


“They scored a record 
number of goals. and they 
play the game the way it 
should be played,” stated 
Trimboli. 

By the way, the terrific 
Trimboli has now racked 
up 400 games in the NSL, 
only the fourth such player 
to doso. 

Leading the pack is the 
Parramatta Power’s cur- 
rent captain, Alex Tobin, 
retired Adelaide City’s 
mercurial midfielder, 
Sergio Melta, and the 
durable former St George 
and Wollongong central 
defender, Mike O'Shea. 

Q000 


RENDAN RENAUD, 
Marconi’s sterling left 
wingback, has scored quite a 


‘Richie's’ gender preference 
for the new arrival, the goal- 
scoring wingback dryly stat- 
ed: 

“As long as it’s healthy, 
and a left footer, then I don’t 
care what it will be,” 
answered the then smiling 
Marconi player with the boy- 
ish looks, 

Q000 

ho was the ‘gentle- 

man’ last Thursday 
lunchtime, that attended 
Marconi’s Media 
Conference at Sydney’s 
picturesque Darling 
Harbour, who later in the 
afternoon couldn’t find 
where the hell he had 
parked his car? 

After sinking one or two, 
(possibly six), glasses of fine 


Brendan Renaud: in August, is expected to ‘score’, 
: the goal-of-his-life. 
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RANK FARINA, 

Australia’s World Cup 
manager, late last week, 
courageously, (even though a 
little sceptically), decided to 
attempt to do some~*fence 
mending’ with his self- 
imposed exiled international 
midfielder, Ned Zelic. 

Upon learning that Zelic 
has now changed his mind 
and wants to again play for 
Australia, Farina decided it 
would be most wise to give 
the midfielder a buzz over in 
Munich. 

After some 20 minutes of 
friendly dialogue that tran- 
spired between manager and 
player, Farina hung the 
phone up feeling a little per- 
plexed. Why? 

Zelic had told Farina, that 
he would be glad to again 
play for Australia, and wants 
to play for Australia, ‘but the 
time must be right, and I 
must feel right’. 

What on Earth does that 
all mean, for God’s sake? 

Imagine if Erikisson 
called Manchester United’s 
‘super-star, right midfielder, 
David Beckham, but the 
blond head-shavened 
“Becks’ told the England 
manager:"1 want to play for 
England, but etc, etc.” 

A word of fatherly advice 


| Australian Exchange rate 


all wrong. 
“Greg is worth far more 
than $750,000.” 

QQ0g 
PEAKING of English 
clubs wanting young 

Australian players, West 
Ham has again dipped into 


Frank Farina: Australia’s World Cup manager, seen 
here last Thursday afternoon at a Media 
Conference at Darling Harbour with Tony 
Labbozzetta, Chairman of Soccer Australia. 


to you, young Farina. 

Don’t ever beg any player 
to play for Australia. 

The players you need to 
do the battle to get Australia 
to the World Cup, are play- 
ers, (of course with the qual- 
ity attributes), that must have 
a deep seated, very passion- 
ate desire, to grab a ‘Green 
and Gold’ shirt from you. 

C 
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YDNEY Olympic has 
received in recent 


months over a dozen offers 
for their teenaged attack- 
ing midfielder or striker 
Greg Owens. 

The young Novocastrian 
in his first season with 
Olympic has impressed 
many judges. 

The most recent offer 
Olympic has received for 
Owen was from an English 
club who has put $750,000 
on the table for him. 

One of the Olympic own- 
ers, (a ‘White Knight’), 
stated to ‘Good Oil’ last 
night: 

“They must be joking, or 
the English have got the 


Australia, extending an invi- 
lation to a teenager to fly 
over to England and train 
with the London Club. 

The teenager in question is 
none other than Jesse 
Kmeevic, the 16 year old son 
of Marconi’s senior coach 


and former Australian World 
Cup striker, Eddie. 
Jesse, a lithe striker like 
his famous Dad, has been 
playing with Marconi’s 
Under 17s this season and 
now wants to go over to West 
Ham and try his luck. 

‘Kmcevic senior stated to 
‘Good Oil’ last week-end: 
“Of course I would like my 
son to go over for trials. 

“But it’s a shame that West 
Ham’s | manager, Harry 
Redknapp who I knew, is no 
longer in charge.” 

Q0030 

OCCER AUSTRALIA 

last Saturday 
announced that both the 
Melbourne Knights and the 
Perth Glory’s striker, 
Bobby Despotovski have 
been cited to appear in 
front of an NSL 
Disciplinary Tribunal. 


Stefan Kamasz: The 
League’s General 
Manager. 


Eddie Krncevic: His son, Jesse, wanted by 
West Ham, 


xe 


Greg Owens: Much in demand from English clubs. 


This decision was made 
following a meeting of the 
Board Of Commissioners 
held in Sydney. 

The two citings were made 
following the after-match 
events which erupted last 
Sunday week at the Knights’ 
Stadium in Sunshine, 
(Victoria), after the match 
between the Melbourne 
Knights and the Perth Glory. 

Both parties, (the Knights 
and Despotoyski), have been 
cited to face charges. 

An independent Tribunal 
panel of three qualified legal 
representatives will sit to 
hear the charges tomorrow 
night, (Wednesday), in 
Melbourne. 

The League’s General 
manager, Mr — Stefan 


Kamasz, had earlier last 
week submitted a full report 
to the Board Of 
Commissioners of Soccer 
Australia who discussed it at 
length in Sydney at last 
Saturday’s meeting, 
gona 

N NSL Club manager 

whilst attending a dinner 
function over the week-end, 
was asked by an eager and 
hovering waiter: “Would you 
like to order another bottle of 
wine sir?” 

The unnamed Soccer man- 
ager, deliberated before slow- 
ing tuming to his loving wife, 
and asked her; y 

“Are you driving home?” 

The dutiful wife quipped 
back: 

“The only place I'll drive 
you is up the wall.” 


Q000; 
his Sunday’s Minor 
Semi Final —_ clash 


between Sydney Olympic 
and the Melbourne Knights 
has been set down to be 
played at the Parramatta 
Stadium at 6 pm. 

So what?,.. one may ask, 

Why the Parramatta 
Stadium?.. one should be 
asking. 7 

Why not the Marconi 
Stadium which has a far 
superior playing surface, not 
to mention far superior and 
heaps of parking, 

Sunday’s match at the 
very best can be expected to 
attract a crowd of no more 
than 10,000, 

Such an expected crowd 
would not even fill a third of 
the Parramatta Stadium, 

But a crowd of 10,000 
would almost fill the 
Marconi Stadium, creating 
an exciting atmosphere for 
not only the paying cus- 
tomer, but for the players 
and even for the television 
cameras, 

As well, Marconi Stadium 
is in the very close vicinity of 
Sydney United whose sup- 
porters would be more 
encouraged to come across 
and support their Victorian 
‘sister’ club. 

Marconi Stadium makes 
for better economic sense all 
round, 


Qo0a 


Te, 
HE Northern Spirit 
Football Club this week 
will be head-hunting a Head 
of Youth Development 
Officer. 

The Spirit’s ‘Director of 
Football’, Bill Collins, is 
inviting applications from 
interested and well qualified 
candidates for this important 
position. 

Applications close next 
Monday week, (May 28th, 
2001), 

(Refer to detailed advert 
on page 3). 


ABsw (f) 


ERND STANGE, the 

Perth Glory’s always 
straight-talking coach, was 
at it again last Saturday 
night after his side drew 2- 
2 with the Melbourne 
Knights, a result that effec- 
tively knocked the Glory 
right out of the ‘Top Six 
Series’. 

The former East 
German national coach 
summed up: 

“We couldn’t find our 
usual attacking style. 

“We played confused 
football for 45 minutes, but 
we should be fair, 


Craig Deans and substitute 
Brad Maloney, they ultimate- 
ly proved insufficient to 
down the Knights on the 
away-goal ruling. 

The Glory last Saturday 
pulled in a crowd of no less 


than 31,710, _ easily 
Australia’s biggest crowd- 
pulling side. 


However the Knights’ vic- 
tory came at a huge cost. 

Captain-coach Andrew 
‘Marth was sent off by referee 
Simon Micallef in the 66th 
minute following an alterca- 
tion with Glory striker, 
Bobby Despotovski. 


Bernd Stange: The Glory’s head, and honest 
coach, 


“If we were not able to 
beat them, (the Knights), at 
home, we didn’t deserve it- 
there were no excuses.” 


Qaou 
SL officials last 
Saturday night suffered 
heart palpitations when the 
huge crowd-pulling Perth 
Glory crashed out of the “Top 
Six Series’. 

The Melbourne Knights 
had streaked to a 0-2 lead 
inside 28 minutes at Subiaco 
Oval, (Perth), in the second 
leg of the Elimination Final 
against the Glory 

Goals from striker Adrian 
Cervinski and sweeper, Steve 
Horvat, had lifted the 
Knights to a surprising lead. 

But despite two second 
half goals by the Glory’s 


‘The robust Marth over the 
years has been the League's 
most consistently powerful 
midfield enforcer. 

With an automatic one- 
match suspension, Marth's 
absence from the pitch this 
Sunday night at the 
Parramatta Stadium will be 
severely missed by the 
Knights as they clash with 
Sydney Olympic in the 
Minor Semi Final. 
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OHNNY WARREN, 

former Australian 
World Cup captain, is cur- 
rently on tour with a group 
of Australian Soccer fans in 
England that last Saturday 
went to see the England 
RA, Cup Final. 

Warren tells us that for 


Andrew Marth: The Melbourne Knights’ 
captain/coach. 


Aussies travelling to 
England, it’s horrendous 
the way the exchange has 
belted our Aussie dollar. 
“A cup of decent coffee is 
costing us the equivalent of 
$9:00 per cup, let alone the 
cost of food. England right 
now is murder for 


Johnny Warren: In England on tour. 


Australians.” 

‘This week Warren takes 
his travelling Group across 
to Europe to also take in 
the UEFA Cup Final as 
well as the Euro 
Champions’ League Cup 
Final. 

Qag00 

TILL on Warten who 

experienced some F.A. 
Cup drama last Saturday, 
well before the Big Match 
kicked off. 

Early last Saturday mom- 
ing Warren turned up at the 
Millennium Stadium's Press 
Centre together with SBS’ 
renown television commen- 
tator, Paul Williams and Ms 
Allison Thorp from the 
London Offices of SBS’. 

All three went to the Press 
Centre to collect their tickets. 

Seeing they had heaps of 
time, they all decided before 
entering the massive Stadium 
to go toa shop and grab a cup 
of coffee. 

Being an extra sunny and 
warm day, Warren elected to 
take off his jacket and hang it 
behind his chair. 

Within seconds, (and com- 


pletely unnoticed), a profes- _ 


sional pick-pocket operator 
with impeccable stealth), had 
lifted Warren's F.A.Cup tick- 
et out of his jacket’s top 
pocket and bolted down the 
Street, 

Most fortunate for Warren, 
some television people from 
CSI, were able to get Warren 
through the turnstiles and 
into the ultra modern and 
magnificent Welsh Stadium. 

But as the salesman back 
in Australia used to say on 
our television screens, “but 
there’s more. Much more”. 

Warren had reported the 
theft and undercover security 
officers went to where 
‘Warren’s seat was, and wait- 
ed to see who would tum up 
and sit there, using his stolen 


ticket. 

About an hour before 
kick-off, a 40 something year 
old fan, fully decked out in 
Liverpool colours, waddled 
up and sat down in the seat 
initially belonging to Warren. 

Security moved in and 
promptly questioned the 
Liverpool fan. 

He told them that he had 
just paid out 300 quid, ($900) 
to a scalper outside the main 
gates for this ticket. 

But again there’s more. 

When the Police informed 
him he had bought a stolen 
ticket, the Liverpool fan 
burst out crying. 

Apparently the innocent 
Liverpool supporter lived in 
the Falkland Islands, of all 
places, (off the southern 
coast of Argentina), and had 
forked out a massive $12,000 
to fly himself and family to 
England, but could only 
afford one ticket to the RA. 
Cup Final. 

He had waited 15 years to 
go and see his beloved 
Liverpool Club in an FA. 
Cup Final. 

The Police were sympa- 
thetic and turned to Warren. 

‘What now? 

Being an understanding 
Aussie, Warren told the 
Police to let the guy have his 
seat as it’s a hellavu long 
way to come from the 
Falkland Islands for just one 
match. 

‘The most grateful fan then 
sat back with great relief that 
he wasn’t tossed out and joy- 
ously sat back to enjoy 
watching his team. 

But then 18 minutes from 
the bell, Arsenal's Swede, 
Fredrick Ljungberg, hit the 
target to lift the “Gunners” 
into the lead. 

Our Liverpool fan from 
the Falklands was soon in 
tears once again. 

But that of course was 


po 


before Liverpool's fabulous 
21 year old, Michael Owen, 
wearing Liverpool’s No 10, 


just 11 minutes — later 
equalised. 
More tears from the 
‘Falklands’. 


Two minutes from the 
final bell, the young Owen 
gun streaked away to latch 
‘onto a great long ball rifled 
over ‘the top’ by Patrik 
Berger, for the magnificent 


Owen to not only nail his ~ 


second and snatch the FA. 
Cup from Arsenal's grip, but 


Michael Owen: Liverpool's heroic 21 year old Young Gun. 


to simultaneously send a spe- 
cial 40 year old Liverpool 
fan, (from the Falklands), 
into an uncontrollable frenzy. 

What a day for Owen, 
what a day for Liverpool, and 
what a glorious and unforget- 
table day for the ‘Man From 
the Falklands’, 

Our former Australian 
World = Cup captain, 
(Warren), also did well. 

ga000 


RAZILIAN = World 
‘Cup star midfielder, 
‘Didi’ passed away last 


~ 


‘DIDI’ seen here seated, with another legend, 
former Manchester United genius, Georgie Best. 


‘Didi’ (left), with former French World Cup captain, 


Michel Platini. 


week-end in a hospital in 
Rio de Janeiro, 

The magnificent mid- 
fielder whose full name was 
Waldir Pereira, ywas a 
prominent member of the 
Brazilian teams that won 
the World Cup in 1958 and 
again in 1962. 

Following surgery, the 
devastating ‘Didi’, died of 
pneumonia, aged 72. 

Q300 
NTE JURIC, Sydney 
Olympic’s captain and 
sweeper, had a really busy 
weekend. 

First, Ante had to drive to 
Canberra on Saturday to per- 
form the duties of Best Man 
at David Milin’s, (Canberra 
Cosmos’ midfielder), wed- 
ding to his sweetheart 
Draojka. 

The newly weds then took 
off for Thailand to spend 
their honeymoon, 


David Milin: Canberra's 
midfielder got married 
last Saturday night. 


“We grew up as kids,” 
Juric explained to ABSW 
about his very good mate, 
Milin. 

“We both played all our 
Junior Soccer with Croatia 
Deakin and have kept in 
touch over all those years,” 
stated Juric. 

Straight after the wedding, 
Juric jumped into his car and 
drove back to Sydney very 
early Sunday morning to 
jump into bed and rest up 
well, before later that 
evening leading his team 
Sydney Olympic to a second 
leg 0-2 win over Marconi. 
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By Roy Hay 


hen Nicky Winmar 
pulled up his jersey and 
pointed to his black skin 


after being verbally abused by 
Collingwood supporters his 
actions helped trigger a campaign 
within and without the AFL to 
stamp racialism out of the game of 
football. 

When Paul Gascoigne mimicked 
the playing of a flute, a symbol of 
the Protestant Orange Order, while 
playing for Glasgow Rangers he was 
pilloried for inciting sectarian vio- 
lence in Scotland. 

Subsequently a movement led by 
Cara Henderson, ‘Nil by mouth’ has 
attempted to end the public manifes- 
tation of sectarianism which she 


"Croatian supporters of Melboume Knights waving fags amidst a pall of amok from 


‘A securfly guerd removes a flare thrown onto the plich by the fans 


believes underpins a culture of vio- Knights. 
ence. Former Socceroo and now media 
Is it possible that Bobby pundit Robbie Slater said, ‘He is a 


Despotovski’s three fingered gesture 
directed at spectators at Melbourne 
Knights may have a similar catalytic 


professional player. You 
have to put up with what- 
ever you get thrown at 


influence on Soccer Australia and you?’ 

soccer in Australia? But the Winmar 
Will the governing body and the incident shows 

wider code, including the support- otherwise. 


ers, begin to tackle both the violence As does 
on the terraces, and the culture the protest 
which tacitly accepts it, or refusesto by Italian 
address it? soccer play- 

Despotovski had been thoroughly ers over 


abused by some people at Knights 
Stadium both for being overtly 
Serbian and for having been racist in 
his treatment of the Ghanaian 
Ransford Banini at a previous game 
between Perth Glory and the 


racism = jn 
that coun- 


try. 

‘There is no doubt that the spe- 
cific gesture was offensive to 
Croatians, but it is hard to accept 
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the several flares ignited during the trouble-hit match. 


that it invited the kind of violent 
Fesponse which occurred after the 
game when Despotovski, his coach 
Berd Stange, some team-mates and 
security guards were 
kicked and punched? 
Even the 

Melbourne 

Knights hierar- 

chy have dis- 

tanced —_ them- 
selves from any 
attempt to mount a 
defence of 
provocation. 

Now they 

want to argue 
that the perpe- 
trators are not genuine support- 

ers of the Knights, but are a group 
called the ‘Head hunters’ who are 
involved with another club. 

This particular incident is not the 
first of its type, despite the claims of 
the Chair of Soccer Australia, Tony 
Labbozetta. 

‘The Melbourne Knights and its 
predecessor Melbourne Croatia have 
been in this position before. 

And more than once. The original 
Croatian team was founded in the 
1950s and actually moved to 
Geelong between 1957 and 1959 
when the significant numbers of 
Croatian migrants were employed at 
Fords and International Harvester in 
Corio. 

After a series of splits within the 
club in the early 1960s it became 
established as one of the premier 
teams in the country winning virtu- 
ally every trophy in which it com- 
peted in 1968 including the Ampol 
Cup, the unofficial championship of 
Australia. 

In 1972 however after a referee 
was attacked at a match between 
Croatia and Hakoah at Olympic 
Park, Croatia was expelled from the 
Victorian Soccer Federation. 

The Croatian club in Geelong, 
North Geelong was kicked out of the 


(Jugoslav United Soccer Team) that 
was seen as the enemy in those days. 

It met JUST on 13 May at 
Schintler Reserve in Melbourne 
before around 5,000 fans, the match 
finishing 0-0. 

Afterwards, the JUST canteen 
was fire bombed, the press box win- 
dows were smashed and the 
ground’s electricity was cut. 
Damage was estimated at $47,000. 

Melbourne Croatia dissociated 
itself from the violen€e, club official 
Frank Burin stating, “Those who 
caused the trouble at the ground 
were mainly teenagers not associat- 
ed with our club, and we deplore 
their action. Those who caused the 
violence should be dealt with by the 
law’. 

Nevertheless Croatia tried hard to 
control its violent element and to 
play within the rules of the game, 
becoming National champion for the 
first time in 1994-5 and 1995-6 with 
Mark Viduka leading the way and 
current player coach Andrew Marth 
scoring the goal that gave Croatia its 
first title, 

JUST folded in 1989 and since 
then Croatiais matches haye been 
relatively trouble free, apart from a 
couple of high profile encounters 
with South Melbourne, at times 
when the political temperature had 
been raised, in part by the then 
Premier of the State. 

Today many soccer players and 
supporters say that Knights Stadium 
is an intimidating and unwelcoming 
place to visit. 

In part this has to do with the 
physical environment, in part the 
aggressive behaviour of the general- 
ity of Melbourne Croatia fans, not 
just the hooligan groups. 

Whether the solution to the cur- 
rent problem is met by throwing the 
Knights out of the competition, at a 
time when Soccer Australia is reduc- 
ing the number of clubs in the 
National League, or whether it is 
best resolved by an internal transfor- 
mation at the Knights needs thor- 
ough investigation, 

What is absolutely clear is that 
Soccer cannot afford to continue as it 
has been doing recently. 


Provisional League and the Ballarat 
and Geelong District League that 
year, also for crowd trouble at 
matches. 

The Croatian support for soccer 
remained and eventually the 
Essendon Lions club was taken over 
from the Ukrainian community, 
evolving into Essendon Croatia and 
later Melbourne Croatia. 

Croatia joined the National 
Soccer League in 1984, following 
the splitting of the National Soccer 
League into two Conferences and its 
expansion to 24 clubs, and had some 
violent clashes with Footscray JUST 


a -~ 


Match referee Don Diomis (left) consults with fourth officiel, 
Gerry Connolly in the thick of trouble In the stands. 


By John Economos 
IVONNE GOOLA- 


ONG-CAWLEY, 
Australia’s twice champion 


Saunt ia 


A CUP SPONSORED BY AXA 
*E WWINNERS 2001 


THE F.A. CUP SPONSORED-BY 
WINNERE 2001 


PREMATURI Y ... Arsenal's Swedish 


KING MICHAEL ... Matchwinner, 
Michael Owen lifts the FA Cup at the 
end of victory. 


THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT ... A grinning 


midfielder Fredrik Ljungberg celebrating his 


Owen waves to the crowd after scoring his 


opening goal. attempts to beat Liverpool goalkeepers, Sander Westerveld. winning goal, 
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Bobby Despotovski: Perth Glory’s prolific striker 
admitted to taunting the largely Croatian crowd at 
Melbourne Knights Stadium in the First Leg of 
their Elimination Semi-Final. This unfortunately 
incited a group of Knights fans to attack Perth 
Glory players and coaching staff after the game. 


@ 


y 
ry 
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Dear Sir, 

If Harry Kewell wants to 
stay a Socceroo, he has to 
make himself available for 
the two New Zealand quali- 
fying games in June, with no 
excuses whatsoever. 

If all the other big name 
players like Mark Viduka 
Paul Okon, Mark Bosnich 
have to show up so does 
Harry, simple as that. 

If he is allowed to pick 
and choose then the others 
can do the same, but the 
worst thing about it is that he 
will only appear once every 
four years on home soil if he 
gets his own way, and none 
at all if we get a direct pas- 
sage through Oceania to 
Germany in 2006 after this 
year. 

Sorry Harry, but not even 
the great Diego Maradona 


would have got away with 
that in his prime, even 
though Oceania is a weak 
confederation compared to 
South Americas. No matter 
how good he is no-one 
deserves to play in the World 
Cup finals without making 
any sacrifices. It means he is 
in it for the Glory and little 
else if he has little respect for 
Aussie Soccer. Lets face it, 
no matter what he says he 
only wants to play for 
Australia in the big games 
because he can’t play for 
England, 

Ned Zelic is in the same 
boat as far as Croatia is con- 
cerned. That’s one thing 
FIFA got right. 

Frank Farina will be in an 
extremely difficult situation 
with Harry, if he only wants 
to play against the South 


Harry Kewell: To play 
or not play for 
Australia? 


Dear Sir, 

Tam of Croatian origin and the 
scenes that happened after the 
Melbourne Knights versus Perth 
Glory game were embarrassing for 
my people, I believe. 

Yes, it is very bad for Bobby to 
make a’Serbian salute’ during the 
game because for obvious 
reasons it will anger the 
crowd, especially if the 
Knights can 
not do the job on 
the field. 

Yes, this is a 
very crucial 
game for the 
Melbourne Knights so the crowd 
will already be on the edge of their 
seat in anticipation. 

But this is only a game of football 
and unfortunately what happened 
after the game has had more impact 
and coverage then what happened 


during the game. 

These off the field incidents are 
haunting our game and turning it 
into a circus. 

I would also like to point out that 
my people on the whole are not a 
violent people and it is only a very 
small minority who are ruining it for 

the rest of us. 

T hope this incident is 

not having too much 
impact on the 
Knights team 
because they 
have done very 
well this season 
to end in such a 
bad way. 

And for the small minority of 
thugs, I have to say this, if you are 
wanting to fight and not be peaceful 
then go home and fight. 

Marco Poric 
Townsville, QLD 


Dear Sir, 
What happened at the Knights 
Stadium was totally unacceptable. 
How can a handful of animals 
(around 8-10 I heard) be allowed 
to attack and hurt members of an 
opposing team as they are 
leaving the ground. 
I don't care what 
Bobby Despotovski 
did during the 
game there 
is simply no 
excuse for such 
savages to physi- 
cally abuse him 
and others. 


ish in making obscene gestures to 
taunt the hostile crowd, especially 
seeing he is a professional. 
However, this doesn't excuse a 
violent confrontation as what hap- 
pened after the game. 
Furthermore to attack other 
players and coaching 
staff is ludicrous and 
the sign of sore 
losers who have not 
only embarrassed their 
club but laid serious 
doubts over its 
future. 
I now hope Perth 
Glory annihilate the Knights 


This is a game of football not ~and show these ‘cowardly’ hand- 


the bloody Balkans war, these ani- 
mals should be arrested accord- 
ingly and have life bans slapped 
on them and their associates. 

I think Bobby was a little child- 


ful of supporters how to win 
where it counts. 


J. Winterburn 
Perth, WA 


REDS GRE ENGLAND'S B 


Dear Sir, 

Isn't it great to finally see 
the Mighty Reds back in the 
foray as front runners. 

Now this is a team of 
sheer class who are not only 
on course for a European 
Champions League spot, but 
are in serious contention for 
the Cup Treble. 

T don't care what all those 

Manchester United 
Bandwagon supporters 
think, Liverpool are without 
a doubt the English team of 
the season. 
- Even Leeds’ Peter Risdale 
agreed in his comments 
before his team played the 
mighty Reds recently. 


I am a serious believer 
that Manchester United’s 
reign as the best team in 
England is coming to an end. 

While they did very well 
to win the 
Premier League # 
again, they were 
very disappointing 
in the Champions 
League and are A. 
clearly having 4 
internal prob- * 
lems as Alex 
Ferguson seems 
to be losing the plot. 

There is talk of David 
Beckham and Roy Keane 
wanting out, as well as 
Ferguson cleaning up a few 


of the fringe dwellers that he 
doesn’t like. 

Liverpool have played 
more games than Manchester 


a United this year and have 


been successful 
in more competi- 
tions. 

Arsenal are run- 
ning on tired legs 
ge; so, really I think 
¢ Liverpool and 

F Leeds are the 
2 next dominators 
of the English 
~ Game. 

Oh and one more ques- 
tion, why is it that the great 
Manchester United managers 
are knighted, (Matt Busby & 
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Alex Ferguson) while the 
even greater Liverpool man- 
agers (Sir Bill Shankley & 
Sir Bob Paisley) aren’t?? 
Doesn’t the royal family 
realise that Bob Paisley is the 
most successful English 
manager in history having. 
won three European Cups??, 
Well ‘Sir’ Alex, I'm sure 
when Liverpool win the title 
within the next two years 
you will be full of excuses 
like you were when we did 
the double over you this year. 


But guess what, nobody will 
care!!! Gerard Houllier: 
a Mastermind of 
Liverpool Supporter Liverpool's dramatic 
Pennant Hills, NSW. recent rise. 


American opponent in 
November. He has two 
options in my book, for I 
wouldn’t consider the third. 

The third option is to use 
him in November and reward 
him with a finals position in 
Korea and Japan next year if 
we make it. 

The first one of course is 
to leave him out altogether, 
with the second one being to 
choose him for both games in 


November, but leave him out 
of the finals next year. 

‘The second one is that one 
he deserves, but it would be a 
yery un-Australian thing to 
do. But if Frank has the 
nerve (balls)*he would go 
with the first option provided 
Harry Knows in advance 
what is expected. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang. Qld. 


A clear case 


of racism? 


Dear Sir, 

On Saturday (5/5/01) I 
ventured out to the Calabrian 
Sports Centre to watch a 
match in NSW Division One 
between White City and 
Auburn United. 

Tt was a fairly-entertaining 
match with White City 
thrashing Auburn. 

In the middle of the sec- 
ond half an Aubum player 
was called a “f***ing nig- 
ger!” by City’s #9 after win- 
ning a tackle. 


The whole gallery of fifty 
spectators heard it but the 
referee and his assistant did 
not (despite the incident hap- 
pening right in front of the 
assistant)! 

Why was the #9 not sent- 
off immediately? Why, on 
the other hand, was the vic- 
tim then sent off? 

Tolerance of racism in 
society is very ugly indeed. 
Shame on #9. 

Gavin Clarke, 
Bass Hill NSW 


Canberra are their 
worst enemies 


Dear Sir, 

At the same time 
when the Canberra 
Cosmos were unofficial- 
dy cut from the NSL the 
Joeys (under 17 team} 
played their qualifying 
match against NZ in 
Canberra for the World 
Youth Cup Finals. 


watch 


2 many 
Australia's finest up 


such a miserable crowd 

was in attendance. The 

reality is if this fort of 
team cant draw a half 

doesn't crowd in | 
Canberra what hope: 
have the Cosmos of jus- 

tifying their continua- 

tion in the NSL. 


the ill Turner. 
; nals in: 


By Allan Crisp 


FOR SALE SIGN 
HOISTED BY 
CITY 


he future of South 

Australia’s only NSL club, 
Adelaide City Force, will be 
decided at a meeting of members 
at Oakden on Sunday, May 27. 

This latest gathering follows 
an open meeting of members and 
general supportets on May 7, 
when a mere 125 of Adelaide 
City’s 1200 registered members 
committed a slender $25, 000 of 
a required $600,000 to keep the 
club afloat as a community 
organisation, 

According to City president 
Bob D’Ottavi, the luke-warm 
response to financial pledges has 
left privatisation of the club as 
the only viable alternative. 

“T would love to see Adelaide 
City retained as a community 
club, but decisions must be 
made, not on emotional grounds, 
but on business grounds,” 
D'Ottavi said. 

“Back in the 1950's soccer 
clubs could be run on $50,000 a 
year, but today it takes $2million 
dollars plus to run a club as a 
Serious business.” 

D'Ottavi signalled before the 
May 7 meeting that “several 
investors had expressed strong 
interest,” in purchasing the club, 

Apart from pledging $25,000 
to the club at the first meeting, 
the members authorised the club 


management to write to other 
members to try to make up the 
leeway. 

The Force is attempting to 
faise the $600.000 to finance the 
purchase of the Oakden 
Complex, which was the former 
home of defunct rugby league 
club, the Adelaide Rams.”If we 
don’t receive the minimum level 
of financial support then it might 
be we have no option but to go 
private,” D’Ottavi warned. 

“But, we can’t make a deci- 
sion based on only 10 per cent of 
our membership. It’s important 
that we give all our members an 
opportunity to play a role.” 

D’Ottavi said —_ members 
accepted accepted the club 
would need a major 
cash injection — 
either from mem- 
bers or provate 
investors — to 
assist it to again com- 
pete with the best the NSL could 
offer. 

“We can’t operate on a shoe- 
string budget if we want to return 
the club to the time we competed 
for championships,” he said. 

Privatisation undoubtedly 
would bring a massive overhaul 
of the club, with a reduced board 
of management, installed by the 
new owners. 

The president believes his 
club offers attractive. incentives 
to prospective buyers, due to its 
activities on and off the field of 
play, 

Off the park, the Force claims 
to have turned around its debt to 
establish a strong financial foun- 
dation for assured growth, 

On the field, the club can offer 
secured long-term contracted 
players, including several former 
South Australian, Institute of 
Sport players, who have 
achieved international status at 


South Australia 
Premier League Results 


ROUND 7 


Blue Eagles 
(Arione, Sergi) 
Modbury Jets 
(Isaacson, Yares) 

Port Lion Pirates 
(Toch, Calabria) 
Metro Stars 


Olympic FC 
(Parissos) 
Adelaide City 


(Saraceno 4, Monie 3, Sancilio) 


Birkalla 
(Tsekinis 2, Westervelt 2, 
Paris, Ferriera) 
Cobras 

(Karatevlis, Sounbros) 
Salisbury Apaches 


Northern Demons 
(Giancasparo 2, Belefemini, 
Salvemini, Musci, Cerrachio) 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
2 Croydon Kings 4 
(Pirone 2, Deptula, fandiorio) 


C’belitown Red D. 0 


Raiders 
(Bralic, Nicholls) 
White City W’ville 1 
(S. Mitchell) 

Playford Patriots 2 
(Pearce, Veart) 

Port Pirie Spirit 1 
(Farrugia) 


STATE LEAGUE 
6 Panthers 


Youth (Under 20) and Joey 
(Under 17) level. 

City’s mix of youth and expe- 
rience saw it narrowly miss qual- 
ifying for its 12th successive 
finals campaign. 

Other achievements that 
should attract investors are the 
deal that City struck with the 
State Government to rent and 
then buy the Ram Park complex 
for $570,000, if the purchase is 
finalised before December 31 
2002, with the annual rent of 
$43,000 to be deducted from the 
purchase price. 


eel sae 
Se 


In addition, City received 
compensation of $370,000 for 
the infrastructure at Hindmarsh 
Stadium when it vacated the 
facility. 

‘The re-negotiation of terms 
for Hindmarsh Stadium, match 
day rental from $25,000 to 
$8000, also constitutes a key 
saving, along with a $100,000 
payment to forego catering rights 
at the stadium. 

But, the biggest carrot for 
investors could be the sweetheart 
arrangement to buy the Ram 
Park Complex, valued at $3.2 
million dollars for the bargain 
basement price of $570,000. 

Privatise, or perish, is the 90's 
catchphrase of many sporting 
clubs throughout Australia, 

Adelaide City Force has been 


Noarlunga Bulldogs 2 Para Hills Knights 2 


(Foy, Silt) 


Western Strikers 


ROUND 8 


(ones, Breton) 


0 Enfield Falcons 0 


2 PREMIER LEAGUE 


Saturday, May 19 
White City Woodville y Adelaide City 
Campbelltown Red Devils v Metro Stars 
Raiders v Modbury Jets 
Croydon Kings v Port Lion Pirates 


Playford Patriots v Blue Eagles 


Cumberland Foxes 2 
(Coombs 2) 

Hills Hawks 1 
(Maxwell) 
Seaford 


0- 


Port Pirie Spirit v Olympic FC 
STATE LEAGUE 


Saturday, May 19 
Seaford v Wester Strikers 
Hills Hawks v Northern Demons 
Cumberland Foxes v Salisbury Apaches 
Panthers v Cobras 
Para Hills Knights v Birkalla 
Enfield Falcons v Noarlunga Bulldogs 
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down that path recently, an 
experiment that failed, mainly 
because of a lack of conviction. 

This time, it just has to work, 
because failure would have ram- 
ifications on the future of SA 
soccer that are too gruesome to 
contemplate. 


IN-DEPTH STAR 

ite City Warriors flank 

W defender Angelo 

Pavanello could astound fans 

who talk about defenders playing 

in deep positions, 

Versatile Pavanello, you sce, 

not only is a rising soccer star, 

but he doubles as a South 

Australian Water Polo 

S player. 

Payanello had a 

busy Saturday 

recently 

when he 

helped White 

City topple reign- 

ing Premier League champions 

Blue Eagles 3-0 before donning 

his bathers to represent South 

Australia against Queensland in 

the pool. And there at the 

Adelaide Swimming Centre to 

cheer on their teammate were 
most of the Warriors squad. 


NOT TOO 
BRAD 


delaide City Force midfield- 
er Brad Hassell made a 
notable first guest appearance for 
the season as Modbury Jets 
Aossed White City Woodville 3-0 
at Woodville West Reserve. 
There was, however, one 
bruising moment when Hassell 
clashed in midfield with his ex- 
City colleague Brad Armour. 
The Brads emerged with 
Hassell doing a quick inventory 
on his front teeth, before they 
laughingly gave one another an 
apologetic hug. 


Adelaide City star, Brad Hassell, who made a guest 


appearance for Modbury Jets. 


PLAYFORD 
HAT-TRICK 


layford Patriots shot off to a 

Stuttering start to the new 
Premier League season with two 
losses and a draw, but Alby 
Kidd’s boys rallied to post three 
successive wins. 

The injury-depleted Patriots 
blooded Tim Crawford, who 
made a promising debut, while 
Neil Cotgrove performed well in 
goal as deputy for experienced 
David Miller... 

A switch by Andy Thomson. 
from defence to the left wing 
brought quick result as a trade- 
mark cross was powerfully heade 
ed home by Sam Famcombe, 
before Steven Kidd made it 2-0 
for the home side after 65 min- 
ules. 

John Motley reduced the lee- 
way in the 81st minute to make a 


draw loom as a possibility, until 
Ryan Bell casually back-heeled 
the sealer at the end of normal 
time, 


Allan Crisp can be heart 
on the Marshall Thompson | 
| Homes/Pacific Real Estate } 
SRPH Breakfast Soccer Show | 
each Tuesday from 7am- 
8.30am, along with Croydon 
Kings coach Phil Scardigno, 
Peter Millar, The Advertiser 
Soccer writer Meno Toutsidis 
land producer Rob 


|Popplestone, ; 


pany with Playford Patriots | 
playmaker Mark Brazzale | 


|| (SOS) Soccer on Sunday pro- 
gram, : 


NSW's Brown talks tough 
head Vie, Qld double-header 


ew South Wales coach 

of victory in a two-match 
series against Victoria, away on 
June 2 and then home against 
Queensland, on June 16, 

‘The coach was confident about 
his team’s prospects: “Very confi- 
dent (of success), we have basically 
assembled a talented squad with a 
good balance. 

“The attitude of the players is 
excellent; they are all keen to play. 
“One player even told me that 
“You've made my day’, after finding 
‘out about his selection.” 

‘The matches are to be played at 
Epping Stadium in Victoria and 
Gabbie Stadium, home Brown's 
club side, Blacktown City Demons. 

Brown will be hoping to-continue 
an impressive run of results, follow- 
ing a 3-2 victory over Queensland 
last year and a 2-2 draw with 
Glasgow Rangers in January, this 
year. 

Coach Brown also commented 


about his first-up opponents, 
Victoria: “I am expecting Victoria 
to be better than Queensland. “It will 
be a tight match. 

“We are playing on a good sur- 
face (Epping Stadium) and I've 
heard it is as good as, if not better 
than Gabbie Stadium!” 

“The tactics will be very similar, 
but the formation may be a bit dif- 
ferent. “We might not start with a 
sweeper.” 

‘The New South Wales gaffer has 
enjoyed a short break and added: 
“I've been enjoying having a few 
weeks off, not having to go to train- 
ing. “But I'm keen to get back into 
it” 

The squad’s first training session 
will be held on Wednesday, May 23. 
A friendly match with State League 
Division One side, Sydney 
University will follow this, on 
Tuesday, May 29 at Valentine Sporis 
Park, 7pm kick-off. 


The final training session will be. 


held two days later on Thursday 


evening. The team then flies to 
Melbourne early Saturday morning 
(2 June), where they will have a 
light run, before doing battle later 
that day. 


NSW GULL 
JANI) 


1. John Crawley, Goalkeeper 

2. Paul Dee, Defender 

3. Damien Foxe, Defender 

4, Paul Yates, Defender 

§, Tayfun Devrimol, Defender 
_ 6. Yuko Tomasevic, Defender 
7, James Stubbs-Mills, 

Midfielder 


8. Javier Mancino, Midfielder 
9, Steve Lazzari, Striker 

10, Darren locca, Striker 

Ai. Robert Gomez, Striker 

12. Devrim Huseyin, Midfiel 
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PERTH GLORY 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


By Richard Kreider 


ny likelihood of Bemd Stange remaining 

at the helm of Perth Glory for a fourth sea- 

son has all but vanished along with his 
team’s aspiration’s of a second consecutive grand 
final following their shock away goal elimination 
at the hands of the Melbourne Knights last 
Saturday night, 

Although Glory chairman Nick Tana said on 
Perth radio he would not be looking at the season 
2001-02 coaching appointment(s) for at least 
another fortnight, it is highly likely Stange’s 
Glory days ended at a cold and rain-drenched 
Subiaco Oval. 

‘The former East German national coach admit- 


ted he intends on staying in Perth but did not 
reveal why ii just that he will be remaining for a 
litle while longer. 

The victory was arguably one of the Knight's 
finest, made the more special with a Soccer 
Australia enquiry hanging over their heads from 
the previous weekends violence at Somers Street, 
‘on top of having to cope with 31,710 enthusiastic 
rival supporters. 

“This isa titanic win for the Knights, and will 
definitely go down in history for the boys,” said 
Melbourne's player-coach Andrew Marth, 

‘After holding a well deseryed 2-0 lead at the 
break, they were then forced to hang on grimly for 
the win after Marth was sent-off in the 77th 
minute for a surge of foolishness on Glory’s 
Bobby Despotovski who has also been asked to 
front the Soccer Australia enquiry tomorrow. 


Ljubo Milicevic (left) of the Perth Glory heads the ball away from Toto 
Da Costa of the Melbourne Knights, during the NSL Elimination Final 
2nd Leg, between Perth Glory and the Melbourne Knights. 


} 


Pablo Cardozo (left) celebrating his goal against Marconi Stallions with 
Olympic captain Ante Juric. 


MARCONI STALLIONS tt) 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


By Arvind Hickman 


the minor semi-final with a con- 
vincing 2-0 victory over the 
Marconi Stallions at Marconi Stadium 
last Sunday. 
A bumper crowd of 6,087 witnessed 


Gs Olympic has progressed to 
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Olympic outclass their local rivals to end 
up with a 5-1 aggregate victory after both 
legs of the Elimination semi-final. 

Prolific striker Pablo Cardozo sent 
Olympic into the lead, while playmaker 
Kresimir Marusic scored the second in an 
entertaining game which also featured a 
Marconi send off. 

Olympic coach, Branko Culina was 


“I got sucked in by Bobby and unfortunately 
I’ve got to pay the consequences,” said Marth, 

Not only will Marth be absent from their minor 
semi-final clash with Sydney Olympic but fellow 
midfield playmaker Lubo Lapsansky is suspended 
because of a second yellow card in as many weeks 
and Daniel Vasilevski will be away on Young 
Socceroo duty. 

“You've got to give Melbourne Knights credit 
to come here and take the game to us and to be 
honest I think we were fortunate to be just the two 
goals down at half-time because it could have 
worse and the game could have been over for us,” 
said Glory assistant coach Mich d’ Avray. 

“I thought they were very polished and slick, 
especially in the first half. 

When he (Marth) went off, we had a bit of a 
sniff but if the game was a little bit longer we 
might have done it.” 

Meanwhile, Stange was philosophical about 
his position with the club, which officially ends 
next month, 

“IE we are under pressure to win a grand final 
every year then I am definitely the wrong person,” 
said Stange at the pdst-match press conference. 

“If they judge for that then I have to leave,” he 
said, 


The Melbourne club took the lead in just the 
fifth minute, from a clever set-piece which started 
‘with Lapsansky pumping a deep but accurate free~ 
kick into a packed penalty area. 

Marth was the first 10 the ball and purposely 
headed across the goal rather than make a direct 
altac 

‘The ploy worked because Adrian Cervinski 
‘was ideally positioned to stab the ball into the net 
from close range. 

‘The forty-five minutes was dominated in all 
departments by a well-disciplined Melbourne side 
‘except for free-kicks conceded, which the Glory 
topped 14-6 

This unwanted statistic was to eventually 
prove the Glory’s downfall with both goals com- 
ing from set-pieces, 

‘The second came after 28 minutes when the 
ball was headed to the feet of ex-Hadjuk Split 
stopper Steve Horvat who wasted little time in 
drilling the ball, past Petkovic from 12 metres. 

‘The score could have been made the more dif- 
ficult for the Perth side had Petkovic not managed 
a breathtaking close-range save on Da Costa after 
25 minutes, which came from an almost identical 
move as the opening goal. A 

The Knights came close to increasing their 
advantage with the second half clock literally sec- 
nds old, when Naven scooped a bye-line centre 


proud of his boys and everything they 
have achieved after many people had 
written them off. 

“They were very competitive and it's a 
credit to Eddie (Kmeevic) and Marconi. 1 
just think there was not much that Eddie 
and the players could have done because 
they were beaten by a better side, we have 
beaten them four times this year,” he said. 

“We certainly didn’t go into the game 
too cocky and I think that’s a credit to our 
players because they realised that 
Marconi was in there with a chance.” 

“T'm very, very pleased and proud of 
the players and I think over the past cou- 
ple of weeks when we've had our best 
squad available, bar Lindsay Wilson, 
we've shown what we’ ve capable off. It’s 
just that some people write us off when 
we don’t have our best players.” 

Marconi coach, Eddie Krncevic admit- 
ted his team was outclassed but deserved 
praise for the way they conducted them- 
selves. 

“Tt was very competitive today and we 
were beaten by a better team overall and 
it’s a credit to my players for putting in 
such a great effort even with a man 
down,” he said. 

“['m very proud of the way they con- 
ducted themselves today and throughout 
the season. I thought that we did quite 
well to get to the top six and we were up 
against a better side.” 

Marconi made seven changes to their 
starting line-up from last week and 
employed an unfamiliar 5-2-3 formation. 

This had the desired effect in the open- 
ing twenty minutes as Olympic looked 
confused in defence, but Marconi failed to 
capitalise and created very little, 

Olympic soon found their feet and 
scored the first goal in the 35th minute via 
the head of Pablo Cardozo. Troy Halpin 


away from Toto Da Costa's boot-laces - a metre in 
front of the Perth goal. 

Glory's deadly twin strikers, Despotovski and 
Damian Mori especially, never looked like find- 
ing the target, and the Knights can thank the 
defensive tenacity shown by Sasa Ognenovski, 
Rody Vargas and Horvat for shutting the duo out 
of the match. 

Despotovski came closest after the Marth red 
card with a downward header and 25-metre strike 
that went the same side but the wrong side of the 
far upright. 

Glory’s opening goal, which came from the 
Marth infringement, was back-headed into the net 
by Scott Miller, with defender Craig Deans claim- 
ing a touch on the goal-line. 

Perth eventually levelled the score in the 93rd 
minute when Mori sct-up substitute Brad 
Maloney to stab the ball over the line. 

Knights goalkeeper Lupce Acevski proved the 
hero in the closing moments after making some 
quality saves to strikes from substitute Nick 
Mrdja and Gary Faria to prevent what would have 
been an unjust victory, 

‘After the game Glory defender Ljubo 


Andy Vargas (left) of Melbourne 
Knights clashes with Scott Miller 
(right) of the Perth Glory. 
Milicevic threw his shirt into the crowd as he pre~ 
pares for the Japanese East Asia Games and 
‘World Youth Championship in Argentina with the 
Young Socceroos before heading to Europe for 
Jong overdue trials with German club Hertha 

Berlin, 


ges 
ai gee 


Bobby Despotovski (left) of the Perth Glory is chased by Daniel 
Vasilevski #2 of the Melbourne Knights, during the NSL Elimination 
Final 2nd Leg, between Perth Glory and the Melbourne Knights, played 
at Subiaco Oval, Perth. 


crossed the ball deep from a comer and 
Scott Ballie headed back across goal for 
Cardozo to finish virtually unmarked. 

The second half saw Marconi continue 
to press forward with Archie Thompson 
coming close after his header shaved the 
crossbar from a Brendon Renaud cross. 

To make matters worse for the home 
side, Simon Bell received his marching 
orders in the 59th minute for a second yel- 
low card after he brought down Andrew 
Packer with a late tackle. 

Kresimir Marusic killed off the game in 
the 61st minute with Olympics second 
goal. 

Ante Juric began the fast break down 
the right side and cut the ball across to 


Cardozo who brilliantly lobbed the ball 
(o Marusic unmarked on the left side 
of the penalty box. 

Matusic trapped the ball with his chest 
and slotted it home through keeper 
Michael Turnbull’s legs from a very tight 
angle. 

Bolton provided a great double save for 
Olympic after Renaud shot then 
Thompson followed up but Marconi did- 
mt trouble the Australian International at 
all after that. 

Infact Olympic might have added to 
their lead after Nick Carle and Cardozo 
squandered golden opportunities but in 
the end of the day it made no difference as 
Olympic were simply too good. 


Marconi Stallions striker, Archie Thompson (left) contest the ball with 
Sydney Olympic defender Paul Kohler. 


ABSW (@) 


NSL ELIMINATION SERIES 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 2 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 


By Otto Bader 


lhe the successful basketball 
Tesi champion _ the 

Wollongong Hawks team was 
paraded around the ground and the 
scene set for a great match which lived 
up to its billing, as the Wolves 
ground out a hardfought 
2-1 win over j 
resilient South 
Melbourne. 

South showed 
what a fine team 
they are, playing 
fluent soccer, great 
control and for parts 
pressurising the Wolves 
defence. Melbourne 
coach Mike Petersen 
was looking for a better 
result, saying a draw was possi- 
ble however takes the loss home a 


challenge to go one better in the "3% 


return match. 

Bob Jane Stadium will have “standing- 
room” only according to Petersen. He 
said his side played well and he used the 
potential of the bench to make some tac- 
tical changes in the second half. Both 
teams were true ambassadors for 
Australian soccer on the night. 

Wolves coach Ron Corry was hoping 
for a clear cut win but insisted any win 
against a classy side like South is a suc- 
cess story, being annoyed with conceding 
a late goal on the half time whistle. 

He is confident his side will compete 


well in Melbourne this Sunday. The home 
side had it’s share of problems to carry 
into the match — first captain Matt 
Horsley was doubtful due to a tragic fam- 
ily illness which must have troubled him 
heavy — secondly midfield players 
Robbie Middleby and Dino Mennillo 
were missing. 
The speed of Middleby was certainly 
badly looked for to 
threaten the opposi- 
tion, 
Ron Corry in a post- 
match chat, men- 
tioned that his 
players are still 
“maturing” — com- 
pared to the 
stylish Melbourne outfit, 
the Wolves boys are 
more intent of always try- 
ing to score when pushing 
forward instead of holding pos- 
Session and look for better options but 
that will come with time and playing 
more games together against top opposi- 
tion. 

The Wollongong fans were terrific in 
cheering their team, 

The kick-off was widely and noisy 
greeted by the 11,201 (a record for Soccer 
games in Wollongong) spectators. In the 
sixth minute a corner from the right taken 
by Paul Reid, pushed on by Robbie 
Stanton was gratefully accepted by strik- 
er Sasho Petroyski to score the first goal. 

The game was pretty even with 
Melbourne controlling play most of the 
time while the Wolves tried their luck 


Goran Lozanovski (left) of South Melbourne and Alvin Ceccoli of the 
Wolves contest the ball during the NSL finals series match between the 
Wollongong Wolves and South Melbourne at WINStadium, Wollongong. 


Se 


Robert Stanton (left) of the Wolves applies pressure on Zelkjo Susa of South Melbourne during the NSL finals 
series match between the Wollongong Wolves and South Melbourne. 


with quick breaks.Both defences were 
marking tightly. 

South first comer came in the 20th 
minute followed by several more trying 
to overcome the close backline of the 
Wolves doing well with Ben Blake and 
George Souris, able supported by Alvin 
Ceccoli and Robby Stanton with Scott 
Chipperfield helping out as well as cap- 
tain Matt Horsley. 

Striker Stuart Young had chances and 
could perhaps have done better in the 
28th and 30th minute, just seeing his 
shots going wide and or well saved by 
South keeper Michael Petkovic. 

Petrovski had another oppor- 
tunity but placed the ball 
wide. Out of a harmless 
tackle a free-kick “*« 
duced the equaliser 
for South when the 
ball was crossed 
from the right, 
allowing South's 
Con Boutsianis a 
simple header into 
the net. Where was 
the close marking to 
protect the otherwise 
splendid Wolves keeper 
Dean Anastasiadis? With 
the score level, the sides took a 
break. 

Melbourne made two half time substi- 
tutions with Andy Vlahos taking over 
from Paul Trimboli and Goran 
Lozanovski for Steve Iosifidis, tactical 
changes according to the coach. It worked 
with South taking control and pressuris- 
ing the Wolves who defended doggedly. 

The home side held out and looked 
promising on the break. In the 57th 
minute the home coach sent on giant 
defender David Cervinski for tiring 
Robbie Stanton. The physical presence of 
Cervinski gave the battling Wolves 
defenders much needed stability with 


res 


high balls coming into the area and when 
necessary the last required tough tackle. 

The Wolves had a couple of more 
break-away Opportunities with 
Chipperfield, Young and Petrovski as 
well as Paul Reid. David Huxley tried his 
luck going up front to support his strikers 
coming close to score. 

It was a very close encounter at the 
final stage of play. Melbourne had a cou- 
ple of dangerous free-kicks on the edge of 
the area and the ever alert Con Boutsianis 
was trying to beat the Wolves defenders 
but could not deceive the keeper. In the 
83rd minute Scott Chipperfield made one 

of his strong” Tuns at the 
* defence and was stopped by 
tripping in the area, the 
only fault the young 
South defender 
Patrick §Kisnorbo 
committed all 
day. 


(SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C] (SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C] C.J A penalty was 


awarded by referee 
Mark Shield — 
who had a fine game 
handling the hectic 
battle of play — and 
striker Stuart Young 
coolly converted for the 
lead and win for the Wolves. 

Injury time saw South threw every- 
thing at the home team to force a draw, to 
no avail. 

Man of the Match was named Paul 
Reid, outstanding on the day were for the 
Wolves Petrovski, Chipperfield, Ben 
Blake while the Melbourne team had 
strong performers in Zeljko Susa and 
Mehmet Durakovic. 

‘The game was a great spectacle in front 
a fantastic crowd. Both coaches now have 
‘one week to prepare for the final clash 
next Sunday in Melbourne. 


s™. 
is) 


Sasho Petrovski of the Wolves 
celebrates his opening goal during 
the NSL finals series match 
‘between the Wollongong Wolves 
and South Melbourne at WIN 
Stadium, Wollongong. 
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Hayden (Foxe 
My West Ham 


Story (1) 


fest Ham United coach don’t know the manager but “If those three are all still on 
Harry Redknapp was Harry wanted me and as a play- track in four or five years time, 
0 impressed with the ert was.avery positive sign that it’s gonna be frightening. 


defensive competence of he was fully on board and back- “I'd also played with Rio ina 
Socceroo Hayden Foxe, he did- ing me, That gave me a lot of couple of pre-season friendlies 
m't hesitate in signing him up confidence,” and it was a bit disappointing 
and saving him the hallowed Meanwhile, despite having that he left in the meantime, 
number six shirt, that was once met mademoiselle Fabienne in “Rio's a world-class player 
worn by the great Bobby London, Foxe was pondering all but although we've both got the 
Moore. manner of routes to circumvent same playing style I'm certainly 

But what he didn’treckon on —_Britain’s seemingly immovable not here to replace him because 
was a prolonged period of delay immigration laws. he's already an established inter- 
for a work permit in order for After returning from the national player and that would 
him to play in England, Australians’ ill-fated Olympic be virtually impossible. 


Foxe talks candidly to the games bid, one such scheme “To have teamed up along- 
Hammers News magazine even involved him proposing to side him would have been sensa- 
about how he eventually got to buy a reported £750,000 in gov- tional but it’s just one of those 
play for the London club and ernment bonds to show that he things that happen in football. 


begins by dismissing the was, indeed, deadly serious “I sav there was tremendous 
rumours about him marrying about pledging his future to competition for places at West 
simply to qualify for a work per- London's East End. Ham, too. 

mit “Yeah, at one point I was People were fighting during 


“Llike West Ham and I love it even trying to come into the training just to get into the team 
hore but I’m not going to go and country as an investor,” recalls for the weekend. That's good, I 
marry some bird just to join a Hayden who soon found himself was also learning so much off 
football club!” roars Hayden heading back to the drawing Stuart Pearce, it was incredible. 
Foxe clearly not giving aXXXX board, He's terrific with the guys 
for those cynics who reckon he “The bloke looking after that and if you ever need to be told 
only tied the knot with his idea was an immigration officer something, he'll tell you 
French girlfriend in order to and I really have got no idea straight, It’s no good telling him 
unravel the red tape snagging his what he was thinking, but that — to f*** off because he’s 39, he's 
work permit, ‘one went all pear-shaped on — been there, he’s played in World 

“Look mate, I've got a lot me,” Cups and he knows what he’s 
more decency than that and, Plan B then sawhim head off talking about. 
anyway, if that was my motive to Belgian club KV Mechelen You just end up thinking; 
then I’d have married Fabienne where he intended to get fit. ‘Yeah, Pearcey you're right,” 
on Day One. It’s very hurtful for enough to earn selection for and you listen because you know 
both of us to hear these sugges- Australia’s next international whatever he tells you will bene- 
tions because the situation was- against Colombia. But he was fit you. It may riot be straight 
mt like that at all. thwarted again when an ankle away but you'll store it and fur- 

“Anyway, I shouldn’t have to injury put paid to his chances of — ther down the track — in say 
answer to anyone. A lot of peo- making that one, elusive, five or six weeks time — you'll 
ple have said a lot of different required appearance for his realise that Stuart Pearce was 
things but we were in love and country. absolutely right. You'd have to 
we just wanted to marry each “Tt was a very difficult time be stupid not to listen to him. 
is simple as that,” the and there were occasions whenI —_He’s a top bloke, a top role J 
flame-haired Aussie exclusively felt like giving it all up and try- model and although it’s his deci- 
tells Hammers News Magazine ing my luck elsewhere,” he — sion, I'd love him to stay here 
after finally ending his long-pro- reveals, “But I'd already spent —_for another season. 

| 
| 


tracted eight-month transfer six months at West Ham training “All in all, | could see that 
saga, “It's been a long, long — with the lads and I knew that | there was a really good blend of 
wait, you know? But West Ham really wanted to stay here, youth and experience. 

always had first option to sign “Realistically, I'd have given “Without doubt, West Ham's 
me and they've stuck by me it another couple of months and going places and I wanted to 
while I’ye stuck by them. then, for the sake of my career, stay because I knew it was the 

Thankfully, everything's would have had to consider right club for me, 

‘worked out just fine, Now [real- going somewhere else. “Throughout the delays a Jot 
ly want to prove my worth tothe “There were afew otherclubs of things were keeping me 
club and to the fans.” in Spain, Italy, France and going. Fabienne, my family, my 


‘After originally agreeing to. Germany who were becoming friends and the belief that one 
join the Hammers on a free interested but I left them alone day there would be the positive 
transfer from Japanese club because I always felt that it news that I could finally pull on 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima last sum- would be best to try and hold out —_a claret and blue shirt.” 
‘mer, the issue of a work permit for West Ham. Indeed, salvation looked on 
looked a mere formality as Foxe “Everything I'd ever heard — the spring horizon in the shape 
began to shine in the club's pre- told me that this was a great of the Socceroos’ four upcoming 
season friendlies, family club. [also spoke to some — World Cup qualifiers, but after 
Buthaving been precluded by Aussies including former all that he'd been through that = SaaeOes ae Se 
injury from making the required Hammers Stan Lazaridis and — was probably going to be too © NEW LEASE OF LIFE: Foxe in action for Australia during the Oceania World Cup qualifiers in April. He-is 


quota of intemational appear- Chris Coyne and they gave me simple an option for the wily now enjoying a career revival at English premiership club, West Ham. 
Eee er ee tama, Meertetoeme, tractions of Aussie Rules and Damien playssemi-pro. Asakid “We just trained with the 
he Demet for ee ele nnd in England. Beeli WEND germar Mate,” if I'd known that | Rugby, looking back, Hayden I supported Manchester United team and then at the end of the 


and Employment to grant him “Everyone had given me a ried. I went across to France and should have got married months —_ was simply destined to play the but by the time I got into my —_ month they came and offered me 


He A OR feels Deel nate Mie ay Tance and go!” he jokes before dealing round-bal game. teens I never really had a team.1 a contract to stay. It was a big 

eae 1 so. desperately ove shia arte Suen famaly and Pes another compelling card in the “My two elder brothers — used to look up to Craig surprise and an even bigger step 
: agrees iat ' 1 We case for the defence. Jeremy and Damien — were Johnston who was one of the to take. 

‘And after seeing his proposed myself in training that there  justtold everyone that the (woof “Remember, all I had to do alwaysplayingfootballand Iwas first Aussies to go over and do “At the time, I didn’t realise 


acquisition black-balled, come were the players here who were us were off to get married. We 
autumn a snookered Harry really down to earth and all who headed to Las Vegas and, 
Redknapp had patriotically actually wanted to play football. although there were one or two 
climbed on his soapbox and The talent at West Ham is litte hiccups that I’m not going 


was play in just one of last forever out there with them, well in England and I also used just what a massive thing it 
month’s World Cup games and too,” says the 12-+times capped see Franco Baresi on TV and would be and I got very, very 
that would have given me stopper recalling those days think: ‘Yeah, I'd love to play home sick in Holland, Aithough 


: Su 2 enough international appear- when the young skulk of Foxes like him some time.” it was a good leaning experi- 
Pe ies ees the at it a6 info, we bad atop time. It W25 ances to qualify fora work per- kicked uonanbe eee Aad cat day, almost by acci- ence, I really missed oS funy 
NE oe peut oe NODES WD Brea 2 mit. All I've got left to say tothe — Sydney. dent, his dream of coming to and my friends. 
Ups # scared anh total = tec really. , ‘We went to the shows, We doubters is: Why would I have “My dad, Charles, played Europe to try and emulate those “It was 1995 and Ajax had 
Coe eee SE a ae ean Bee ee yon a Wanted (0 go to all the trouble of Rugby League but he had to give boyhood heroes came true just beaten Baresi's AC Milan in 
“Hay Bleue Austaban __becoué the force ofthe Eigland— resus woold Te coca a ndg Siting married when I only itup when he was 19 because he _“I was atthe Institute of Sport the Champion’s League final, 
Fe Tene ne arth tdheld, Frsak's por so cach OE bend cate cus weamtice Needed to wait another four was.abittoo lightweight and we inCanberawhentwoof us were They had a great team and I 
paciniey fone 8 git me BE © weeks to get a permit?” all had similar builds. To be hon- invited to go on atraining schol- gradually made it up as far as 


us. "What about the experience yet he's only 22 and but I still managed to sneak out “S> ster a 12,000-mile tip 


Commonwealth? What about while no-one talks too much for a couple of little goes even oe Sey ns Fans arb A fs nets eee oer 


: : ee : "0 from Down Under calling at all ever really wanted us to play only 17-years-old and honestly everything was absolutel 
the Queen? It's not as though about Micky Carick, he's the though T s'pose you shouldn't tions to Upton. Park via rugby league, anyway, and let's did not have a clue who they Sela nominate 
We're trying to bring in a for- backbone, he's solid and he’s a really be womrying about playing Hojtand, Germany, Japan, face it you don't need brains for were,” reveals the red-faced nately, I wasn't enjoying life off 
Cigner who has no allegiance to great footballer to watch. As for slot machines on your honey- Belgium and the Nevada desert, that sport do you? It's hardly an Foxe. “Ajax could have made the field because of my home- 
this country: eee, bes Bots inca cote | _ mba 3 _ the youngest son ofa New South intelligent man's game is it? bathroom cleaner for all I knew, sickness. 

Hayden who. reckons his fidence that he'll ry anything, _ “Because Fabienne vas Wales away worker has finally “These days Jeremy plays for but when I. anived. in - uum 


“ancestry can be traced back to mo matter who the defender is. French that meant I could then sen ; : x amived 
ie i sa ; got his ticket to ride. the local pub side who are quite Amsterdam their name was all Continued 
England replies: “To gotoanew He comes up with litle tricks come back into England as the 's-°4"home despite the dis- interesting. to. watch, while over the place. 


club isn’t easy because you that you'd never believe. spouse of a European national 
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next week 


Olymple’s coach, Branko Culina with his reliable 
captain, and sweeper, Ante Juric. 


ARSENAL LADIES LIFT FA CUP 


rsenal won the FA 
Cup final with a 1-0 
victory over 


Fulham last week at 
Crystal Palace’s Selhurst 
Park in what was always 
going to be an intriguing 
clash, 

The Bank Holiday crowd 
of 13,824 who tumed out to 
see the 30th FA Women’s 
Cup final is a post-war 
record attendance for a 
women’s match in the UK, 
almost doubling the previous 
mark of 7,102 for an England 
international last Noyember, 

Arsenal now just need to 
hang on to their Premier 
League lead to complete the 
treble this season, having 
added the FA Cup to their 
earlier League Cup win, 
Fulham’s Cup defeat is their 
first loss of the season in all 
competitions, 

Arsenal too found the 
going tough in front of goal, 


guilty of some wild shooting 
in both halves, and hitting 
the post late in the clash. 

But the solitary goal was 
all that mattered in the end 
— scored in the 52nd 
minute, five minutes after 
Norwegian Olympic gold 
medallist Margunn 
Haugenes’ tragic penalty. 
Two English internationals 
made the goal for Arsenal, 
Marianne Spacey’s long 
range effort hitting the cross- 
bar, with the crumbs finished 
off by Player of the Match 
Angela Banks after shaking 
off the challenge of a defend- 
er. 
Apart from the excitement 
on the pitch, the Cup final 
also delivered exciting and 
encouraging pointers to the 
future of women’s football in 
England. The FA, who last 
year announced their plans to 
create a professional 
women’s league by 2003, 


HE MELBOURNE 

KNIGHTS, _follow- 

ing their most gallant 
2-2 draw last Saturday in 
Perth which enabled them to 
edge out the Glory on the 
‘away-goal’ rule, tackle the 
back to hot form Sydney 
Olympic at the Parramatta 
Stadium. 

Sydney Olympic’s captain 
and sweeper, Ante Juric, told 
ABSW: “We had two tough 
games with the Knights where 
we won the first 1-0 at 
Belmore Sports Ground with a 
very late goal by George 
Goutzioulis. 

“We then went down to 


were delighted with the occa- 
sion. 

“Tt was absolutely fantas- 
tic,” said FA Chief Executive 
Adam Crozier at the conclu- 
sion of the final. “The crowd 
and the game just goes to 
show the strength of 
women’s football. We knew 
the audience was out there. 
It is the fastest growing sport 
for girls at school and all the 
kids who are playing the 
game want to stay in the 
game.” 

The other major signifi- 
cance of the day was the 
involvement of Fulham. 
Backed by millionaire 
Mohamed Al Fayed, the 
players are on full profes- 
sional contracts, touted as the 
way of the future in concert 
with the FA’s grand plans. 

“We're still looking at 
2003 and that is still the 
plan,” said Crozier. “But 
we're very anxious that when 


Somer Street and again won, 
2-3 in another tough battle. 
“The Knights is an all 
round side with qualities 
including skilful and physical 
players. 
“We have got to be at our 


we launch it we get it 
right, from the very 


first day. It’s impor- 
tant that it starts well 
and that we've got all 
the building blocks in 
place. So far that 
looks possible and 
we'll Keep working on 
it” 

Q: Who is the only 
Australian to win the 
coveted Women’s FA 
Cup??? 

A: Matildas ‘mid- 
fielder and reigning 
Julie Dolan Medal 
winner TARYN 
ROCKALL 
Arsenal to the FA Cup 
crown of season 
1998/99. In that her one sea- 
son in the Arsenal colours, 
Rockall also won a League 
Cup medal, and the side fin- 
ished second in the Premier 
League. 


helped Julte Murray: Australia’s US 


very best to beat them, 
remembering it is a one-off 
game.” 

The Olympic skipper ended 
by added: “ I’m relatively 
happy with the way we are 
going but last year at this stage 
we fell against Carlton. 

“Hopefully this time, we 
may be able to take things two 
steps further.” 

Meanwhile — Olympic’s 
coach, Branko Culina, cau- 
tiously stated: “’'m proud of 
all my players as we have 
shown to date what we can do. 

“When we face the Knights 
‘on Sunday we will actually be 
playing a Melbourne Knight 
and Carlton side, 

“Finals are different as 


based Soccer star. 


Andrew Marth: the 
Knights’ captain/coach, 
out with suspension. 


players are able to give just 
that little bit extra, 

“We have been without 
some of our key players 
recently such as Lindsay 
Wilson and Nick Carle. 

“On Sunday we will be still 


without Wilson and also Greg 
Owens,” ended Culina. 

The Knights in contrast will 
be hugely handicapped! as two 
of their star midfielders, cap- 
tain/coach Andrew Marth, 
plus the ball-playing Lubo 
Lapsansky, will both miss this 
“Sudden Death’ encounter 
through serving suspensions. 

Compoundingthe Knights’ 
dilemma is that they will be 
conceding home advantage to 
Olympic. 

The condition of the play- 
ing surface at the Parramatta 
Stadium could be most ques- 
tionable as only 48 hours 
prior, a Rugby League match 
will have been played on it. 


igerian __ striker 
Merey Akide has 
been named the 


Confederation of African 
Football’s Female Player of 
the Year 2000, 

Akide was instrumental in 
helping Nigeria become the 
first. African nation to 
advance past the first round of 

fomen's World Cup in 
1999, and in the process qual- 
ified them for their first 
Olympic Games. 

At Sydney 2000, «Akide 
scored against both the US 


and Norway, the two nations” 
who went on to contest the 
gold medal match, 

The 25-year-old has now 
left her homeland where she 
is celebrated as a cult hero, to 
forge out a professional 
career with WUSA’s San 
Diego Spirit. 

‘The move will increase her 
development, as her National 
Team rarely plays outside 
Africa, Akide is"hoping to 
attend the awards ceremony 
in Johannesburg at the end of 
this month, 


Murray’s First WUSA Goal 


atildas and Bay Area 
CyberRays striker 
julie Murray cele- 
brated her first goal in the 
WUSA pro-league a week ago 


in Round Three, 

The 33rd minute header to 
convert a Sissi corner kick came 
a minute after Philadelphia 
Charge had taken the lead. 


However, the Charge ruined 
CyberRays’ hopes of a first vie- 
tory, scoring two late goals to 
win 3. a 


Elimination Semi-Final Preliminary Semi-Final 


By Roy Hay 


Melbourne Knights 2 
VIS oO 


Melbourne Knights beat the 
VIS by two goals to nil in a hard- 
fought Elimination Semi-final at 
Knights Stadium on Sunday. 
Neither side 

could score in the first half, but 
Knights striker Xhezair Sulimani 
scored within a minute of the 
restart to give his team what turned 
out to be a critical advantage. The 
Knights brought on an extra striker 
which gave it an andvantage. 

Tt was a teethy battle thereafter 


but the VIS just lacked the fire- 
power to break down the Knights 
defence, where Adam Petko was: 
outstanding. Sulimani scored the 
second goal in 77 minutes to 
ensure the Knights passage to the 
Preliminary Final where it will 
meet South Melbourne or Eastern 
Pride in two week's time. 

Tom Razov on the left and 
Tomislav Muretic wide on the 
right provided much of the drive 
for the Knights. Look out for a 
couple of the youngest of the VIS 
players in future, Spase Dilevski 
and Kristian Sarkies. 

Coaches Ernie Merrick and 
‘Aaron Healey think these two have 
the potential to go all the way. 


South Melbourne 2 
Eastern Pride 3 


Eastern Pride shocked minor 
premier South Melbourne with a 
three-two win at Bob Jane Stadium 
on Sunday, 

The visitor got a flying start 
with two goals in the first twelve 
minutes to Milos Petreyski after 10 
minutes and Denis Mustac a cou- 
ple of minutes later. 

Derek Bailey reports the game 
was played at a fierce pace and 
those goals set the match up for the 
Pride. 

Just before half time South gota 
penalty but the Pride keeper pulled 


off an excellent save. 

South did get on the board early 
in the second half through Marco 
Santilli in 47 minutes and this put 
the pressure back on the Pride. 

Substitute Angelo Motsiopoulos 
hit the upright but it was not till the 
86th minute that Pride got a cush- 
ion when Naum Sekulovski scored 
a third goal, but the Blues bounced 


ELIMINATION 
SEMI-FINAL 


Elimination Semi Final 


Melbourne Knights .,.......2 
(Xezhair Suleimani 2) 


Preliminary Semi Final 


VES cedar aaa) 


back again with a goal by Dimtri § South Melbourne . Eastern Pride 
Tsiaras two minutes later setting (Marco Santilli, Dimitri Tsiaras) (Milos Petreyski, 
up a grandstand finish. Denis Mustac, 
South must now play the Naum Sekuloyski) 
Knights for the second berth in 3 
Southern Division Grand Final. Preliminary Final 
South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights 
oa (Date, time and venue to be determined) 
o 
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By Bert van Bedaf 


ith eight rounds 
to go, the finals 
aren’t so far 


away and although the can- 
didates aren’t yet decided, 
a few front runners haye 


emerged, 
Port Melbourne and 


Heidelberg United must be 
favourites to fight it out for 
the title, but a tenacious 
Altona East is still in the race 
and not about to give up 
either, 

Bergers _ president 
Elias Deliyannis 
said the atmos- 
phere at the club 
is very positive, 
reminiscent of 


the old NSL 
glory days, & 
Crowds were @ 


back and club 
Support was growing. 

“It’s a fantastic feeling. 
Heidelberg has a big support- 
er base and since we're 
enjoying success again, the 
crowds are coming and peo- 
ple are getting behind the 
club,” Deliyannis said. 

Chasing its third title in a 


BONE OF 
CONTENTION: The 
coveted Victorian 
Premier League trophy. 


“Port Melb’Rne Sharks 
Altona East Phoenix 
Heidelberg United 
St. Albans Saints 
Green Gully Caval’Rs 
Bentleigh Greens 
Bulleen Zebras 
Fawkner Blues 

- Altona Magic 
Preston Lions 
Dandenong Thunder 
Essendon Royals 


row, Green Gully is in fourth 
spot. 

Although it hasn’t played 
as well as it has in previous 
seasons, the chance to 
become the first club in the 
history of the VPL to win 
three titles in a row for the 
second time should be 
enough incentive to secure a 
top five spot. Also, the 
Cavaliers are yet to win a 
title in a finals playoff and 
this is the perfect year for 
them to prove they can do it. 

The Cavaliers won three 
titles in 1981, 1982 and 
1983. Other clubs to 
strike a treble are 
Altona Magic 


(1995, 1996, 
1997), South 
Melbourne 
(1964, 1965, 
1966) and 
Brunswick 
United Juventus (1952, 


1953, 1954), 

St Albans, runners up to 
Bulleen in 1998, is clinging 
to fifth spot and will need to 
careful not to miss out after 
such a great run in the first 
half of the season. 

Bentleigh Greens, who 
has been producing such 
exciting football, tumbled 
out of the top five and will 
find it hard to get back into 
what is a very competitive 
field. 

Draw specialist Fawkner 
cracked it for a 1-0 victory 
over the Saints. 

Santo Emmanuele struck 
the winner for the Blues. 

Bulleen is gradually mov- 
ing away from the relegation 
zone. The Zebras beat the 
Cavaliers 2-1 with goals 
from Paul Della Rocca and 
Brian MacNicol. 

Steve Martin scored for 


236 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne. VIC. 3205 
Phone: (03) 9682 9666 @ Fax: (03) 9682 9777 


Green Gully Cavaliers players 
contenders for the 2001 VSF Premier League title, 


Green Gully. 


Bulleen’s round 11 match 
against Bentleigh Greens, 
postponed because of pitch 
problems at the Veneto club, 
will be played on Monday 


night, 8.15pm, June 4. 


Dandenong 


Thurder’s 


shock victory over Bentleigh 
has put Preston Lions and 
Altona Magic under greater 
Pressure to avoid the second 
relegation spot. 

Preston accounted for 
Altona East 1-('on the week- 
end, but Altona Magic 


¢ RESULTS e 


Round 14 


Heidelberg United ......0....scsessseseeeees 4 
(Medjedovic, Opazo, Vassiliadis x2} 


Essendon Royals 
(Pelja) 

Preston Lions 
(Josevski) 

Altona East Phoenix 


Bulleen Zebras .2.-...c+sssesee 


(Della Roca, MacNicol) 


VIC PREMIER LEAGUE LADDER 


(aFreR Rounp 13) 


P 

13 
13 
13 
13 
15 
13 
12 
13 
13 
13 
14 
13 


Ww 
Zé 
7 
7 
6 
6 
6 

4 
3. 
4 
Si 
3 
0 


UPPENAUPE EN NND 


BSNMOTUO POO a Pee 
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played its round 14 match 
last night and could well 
have stolen a march on the 
Lions. 

Essendon Royals lost 4-1 
to Heidelberg United and 
look certain to return to divi- 
sion one of the State League 
after one season in the VPL. 

Six rounds into the State 
League, Oakleigh Cannons, 
Whittlesea Stallions and 
Westvale are locked at the 
top, with the Stallions and 
Fitzroy City also having a 
last Monday night kick-off at 
Epping stadium. A win for 
either team would have put it 
on top of the ladder. 


ne 


By David Davutovic 


andenong Thunder 
has intensified the 
race at the bottom 


of the table with a last-gasp 
1-0 upset win at home to 
Bentleigh Greens, who 
have dropped out of the top 
five after their shock loss. 

The Thunder is in second 
last position, but breathing 
down the neck of Preston 
Lions, Altona Magic and 
Fawkner Blues. The Greens, 
although within striking dis- 
tance of top spot, has sunk to 
sixth position after its recent 
run of poor results, 

The home side had the 
better of the early chances as 
Gazmend Ajdini blasted just 
wide of the post in the 6th 
minute —after_~—-Veton 
Korcarevski sent in a cross 
from the left flank. 

The Greens survived yet 
another opportunity in the 
24th minute, when Pino 
Corallo’s deflected Sot was 
Cleared off the line by the 
experienced Stelios Drakos. 

Bentleigh went into the 
break with renewed confi- 
dence after Paul Byrne 
almost opened the scoring in 
the 39th minute, but again, 


DANDENONG THUNDER 1 
BENTLEIGH GREENS 0 


Sees 


his shot sailed inches pasthe 
post, 

The opening half an hour 
of the second stanza resem- 
bled a game of chess, as nei- 
ther side could break down 
the opposition defence, and it 
took until the 77th minute for 
either side to get a genuine 
shot on goal. 

Substitute Juan Nilo 
crossed for Saso Markovski, 
whose diving header hit the 
post to the relief of former 
Greens keeper George 
Stianakas, who was playing 
in only his second match 
since transferring from 
Preston. 

The Thunder, however, 
‘went straight down the other 
end as Agron Tarevski's 
cross found Ibraim Ibraimi 
whose attempted lob landed 
on the roof of the net, whilst 
only six minutes later 
Corallo blasted over the bar 
from another Tarevski cross, 

But the decisive moment 
of the match came in the 90th 
minute when Corallo crossed 
from the edge of the area and 
found substitute Mentor 
Memeti who riffled his vol- 
ley past Glenn Clarke to keep 
the Thunder’s — survival 
chances alive. BAe 


Victorian 


SATURDAY, 19TH MAY 


Port Melbourne Sharks vs Dandenong Thunder’ 
Essendon Royals vs Green Gully Cavaliers 


SUNDAY, 20TH MAY . 


St Albans Saints vs Altona Magic 
Bentleigh Greens vs Preston Lions 
Altona East Phoenix vs Heidelberg United 


MONDAY, 21ST MAY 


Bulleen Zebras vs Fawkner Blues 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoriad.org.aqu 


Premier League 


foach Danny Wright hit the 

jackpot with a selection 
gamble which enabled leaders 
Brisbane City to maintain a 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252°1137 ® www.qldsoccer.com.au 


PREMIER LEAGUE WRAP-UPS sy cienn davis 


leading only 1-0 after Mark 
Battistin scored on the half hour, 
Robbie 


asts keeper 


risbane Lions’ 3-1 win over 

Taringa Rovers at Jack 
Speare Park enabled them to 
leapfrog Wynnum into second 


season of draws this year. 

“These draws are killers. I's a 
big difference from getting three 
points for a win to just the one in 


16-year-old Chris O'Connor in 
goals, are sitting midtable but 
Well within reach of fourth place. 

Since Cooper took over at the 


the youngster soon made up for 

the mistake slotting home the 

first of four goals after the inter- 
val. 


C2 
QU Neocaa| 


victory which helped to consoli- 

date their position on the table. 
A penalty from Stu Drinkeld 

and three goals from Matt Hilli, 


five point gap at the top of the Harrison did a fine job to place following the baysiders 1- a draw.” he said. fel of Rochedale earlier this Lous Harris notched Pine Peter Hinks*and Trent Griftiths 
Queensland premier league block Battistin’s first aitempt all draw with the Gold Coast at “We played poorly in the first year, the Rovers have won four Rivers” second in the 65th minute all afier the interval again proved 
with 6-0 thrashing over Easts but unluckily for Easts the home on Saturday night. times, drawn once and lost twice after receiving a cutback from Ipswich will be a strong. semi- 


on Sunday. 


rebound fell in the giant strik- 


Coach Peter Tokesi described 


half and struggled to keep the 
ball. 


in seven appearances. 


Luke Ballard then midfielder 


finals contender at the end of the 


Brisbane City went into the er’ path for an easy tap in. Wynnum’s performance as a “The game opened up a bit’ “We've got avery young side Keily Calleja had several season, 
Easts clash minus five regular The second half proved one- “shocker” and is concerned his after the break and we were still and I don't mind that at all,” attempts before bagging the “I was very happy with the 
first team members after Wright way traffic as the visitors piled on side is having problems adapting in itbut the Gold Coast kept pres- Cooper said. home side’s third. performance although we took 
wielded the axe by dropping four another fivegoals including a to their newly revamped home suring us into mistakes. “Shane Huke hada good game _Ballard struck home the fourth the foot off the pedal in the sec- 
players following some recent — double from Andrew King. ground, “Playing at home also is inhisdebut and the games we've after a—_clearance from ond half," Pimblet said. 
lack lustre performances King gave Brisbanbe City a2- "Gold Coast opened the scoring becoming a concern as the lost have only been by the odd Toowoomba’s keeper was “We've got Jason Lucas and 


Despite the theory of not 
breaking a winning combination, 
Wright dropped regulars Vedran 
Becirbegovic, Aaron Alridge, 
Alan Cameron and Pablo Alviles, 

Also missing but only through 
injury was giant goalkeeper 
Scott Higgins 

“| dropped four players 
because they've been going 
through the motions lately and 
it's not _good enough,” Wright 
said. 


“[ was very happy with the how his six players named in the Difttion, the newly appointed with Hughes netting a double, wins with 4-0 victories over vm re, lal 
Fete Asti Came inact ees Oteanstan aide. tairplaVeifieuaa Gres fend tte saan Toowoomba and Mt Gravatt FIXTURES (ROUND 11) | 
the players | benched eventually Solomon Islands at Perry Park playing in only his second game ochedale coach Keiran respectively. Saturday 19th May 
gotarun they too played well. next Saturday night will pull up for the Wolves had a quiet game Cooper continued his TBA Raiders) Rosiedae Roiels 7.00pm 

“The guys who did get a slap after the friendly. “Danny's come to us and will youth policy by. starting 15- P)ine~Rivers’ victory was ; 
on the wrists responded well to. “We're entitled to seck a post- - be a great acquisition,” Tokesi year-old defender Shane Huke their first of the season and |} Gold Coast v Pine Rivers f 


\ their droppings and overall f'm 
delighted because it shows what 
sort of depth we're developing at 
the club,” he said, 

Wright was never concemed 
about his selections even though 
Brisbane City went to the break 


0 lead soon after the interval then 
substitute Cameron took full 
advantage of his opportunity to 
get back onto the: park with the 
visitors’ third. 

King notched his double to 
give Brisbane City a 4-0 lead 
before defender Demetri 
Theochari and Alviles continued 
the rout with a further two goals, 

Brisbane City are due to meet 
lowly placed Mt Gravatt next 
Sunday, but Wright is concerned 


ponement because we've got so 
many players in the Queensland 
side and I don't see why we 
should have to play,” Wright 
said, 


DIVISION 1 SEMI PKO 


through Chris Dodd in the 35th 
minute following a goal mouth 
seramble before Wynnum struck 
back a minute later. 

Wynnum’s Steve Foreshaw 
broke down the left before 
knocking a ball into the box for 
Scott McLean to snatch the 
equaliser. 

Wynnum fielded another new 
signing in Brisbane Strikers 
keeper Daniel Duke who played 
the entire game while Brad 


said, 
“He played for me a few years 
back when I was with Brisbane 
City but he’s been in a bit of a 
comfort zone lately and he’s been 
Jooking for a change.” 
Tokesi is rucing Wynnum's 


ground now is a lot smaller and 
we're being cramped for room, 

“We need to changes things 
quickly as our next game against 
Ipswich is very important.” 

Lions vietory over Taringa has 
added some some much needed 
interest in the championship race 
as they edge closer to Brisbane 
City. 

Lions’ goals came from for- 
met Taringa midfielder Des 
Hughes and Reece Tollenacre 


in his side’s I-nil win at home 
to Bundaberg. 

Ross Davidson scored. the 
‘match winner on the half hour 
after a free-kick fell loose in the 
box for an easy side-foot, 

Rochedale, which also played 


goal.” 

Rochedale missed a simple 
chance to increase their lead late 
in the game when a square ball 
from Damian Harris was shov- 
eled over the crossbar only a 
metre out by Todd Patch. 

“Although we played well 
Bundaberg had some chances 
themselves and came at us in the 
second half,” he said. 

Tn the other two matches Pine 
Rivers and Ipswich scored big 


signalled to other clubs they 
will not give up hope of avoid- 
ing relegation at the end of the 
season. 

Pine Rivers went to the half- 
time break at nil-all after Craig 
Davey missed a penalty, however 


blocked and fell into his path for 

an easy tap-in from close range. 
Ipswich coach Frank Pimblett 

was delighted with the Knights’ 


Hinksy in the Queensland game 
next week and our next game 
against Wynnum is going to be 
crucial,” he said. 


PREMIER 


Ipswich Knights v Wynnum. 
Brisbane City v Mt Gravatt 


QUEENSLAND 


Sunday 20th May _ 


Brisbane Lions v Eastern Subs 
Biberg Waves v, Taringa Rovers 


LEAGUE | 


KXXKX | _XXXX LEAGUE | D) | DIVISION 1 XXXX RESERVES | 1 XXXX RESERVES [DIVISION 1 XXxXx YOUTH | 1 XXXX YO [DIVISION 1 XXxXx YOUTH | 


W D L GF GA WoDL ww W DL Pts 
Brisbane City Hf Societe? tei Rochedale Rovers Hf 9.0m) ee of oe Brisbane Lions Q of 39° 0G gS os 27 
Brisbane Lions 1O- 6E Se 2e Brisbane City 10a 12 °405 1522 Wynnum a {EA sorte? ete by be shen La) 
Wynnum 10 5 4 1 25 Brisbane Lions IGetOc Om 1a S2- 11) 20 Sunshine Coast (= Red poe aa ae ey. ree eye TE) 
IPSW Knights 10 4°95 WV 21 Gold Coast City ieee Cte Tago! (04-15. 419) Gold Coast City fh 94" 3 2 18 16 15 
Gold Coast City 10 (4. 35" S16 Taringa Rovers 10-5 1-4 12 24° 16 Rochedale Rovers 5 OP 4 2S NA SO 1H 
Rochedale Rovers 10 4 2 4 20 IPSW Knights LOp 4s > 5): 1225= 15) Taringa Rovers fo) teeny any) Ko et bes (| 
B’berg Waves 10 4 1 5 19 Wynnum 10 4 1 5 20 350 15 Eastern Suburbs §& 9 5S 2 4 10 12 11 
T’wmba Raiders SE ns RL pet M3 Eastern Suburbs 10; :5,.—1= 6 15. 16%) 10) IPSWKnights Gio 2S 1B lie 2k: 
Taringa Rovers 19 2 35 9 Mt Gravatt 10D 5. 1. TGR Se 1810! Brisbane City gy) S20 5 A” 12 18 9: 
Eastern Suburbs bY ceil ihe Ko T'wmba Raiders TOLSoF 1-620. -10 Mt Gravatt Eo Oo) 2 ad Gr aGuer OT 
Mt Gravatt LO: 2S ere Pine Rivers Utd EOS 0-157) Ok 29 we: T’wmba Raiders C99 2 “Ore7 2.35 6 
Pine Rivers Utd LOPE 725 7 Te B’berg Waves lo 1 enor ee Oe a Pine Rivers O09 1 ir oa) Sen a aaa 

ROUND 10 ROUND 10 a ROUND 9. 

IPSW Knights , . Mt Gravatt IPSW Knights . . Mt Gravatt ..... Brisbane City... ..0 Taringa Rovers ....... 10) 
Wynnum ,.... Gold Coast City Wynnum ....... Gold Coast City . Brisbane Lions Ac ! Rochedale Rovers 220 
Pine Rivets Utd T’'wmba Raiders . Pine Rivers Utd .. T’wmba Raiders . Sunshine Coast . ay! Pine Rivers ,,,, fe") 
Rochedale Rovers ,. B’berg Waves . Rochedale Rovers B’berg Waves ... T’wmba Raiders . .-l Wynnum ..,.,. oA 
Taringa Rovers Brisbane Lions Taringa Rovers Brisbane Lions . . Gold Coast City . . 4 — IPSW Knights .. . ee 
Eastern Suburbs . . Brisbane City . Eastern Suburbs . Brisbane City ... Mt Gravatt .......... 0 Eastern Suburbs ..... 1 


DIVISION 1 SEMI PRO reserves 


DIVISION 1 SEMI PRO youth 


P W-D L GF GA Pts P W D FL GF GA Pts P W OD L GF GA Pts 
North Star 12, 9.2 1 41 2° 29 North Star 12,10 2 0 33 15 52 Souths Utd WOU OF 0. 6 1s Se. 
Souths Utd 2. Be e2e 55 18 26 Mitchelton 1228; 2. 2~40-"t7"28 Acacia Ridge iz 9. 15 2, 49 “18 28 
The Gap . 2 8 bee 226 12 "25 Souths Utd 12 8 1 35 44 25 25 Capalaba 2. 8 22572 Fl “15 26. 
Albany Creek Zz 7° S 2°21 16 24 Albany Creek 2 7 25, S116: 25: Newmarket 12 8 1 355 22 25 
Brisbane Olympic Utd 11 6 2 3 235 15 20 Redlands Utd 12 -7 1 42s" 22-22 Mitchelton ke 7 1 4 36 20 22 
Slacks Creek 12 6) 254429 24 °°20 Slacks Creek 12 6.2) 4° 24 18 20 The Gap 12 6 2.°4 357.24 20 
Rocklea Utd 125. 4° 5-20 18 19 Rocklea Utd Z S° 2° 5°32 ST 17 Slacks Creek 125 L 6- 22 39. 16 
Mitchelton fe. GO. “DO 17 - 16°36 Grange Thistle 2 5 1 6 22 31 16 Redlands utd 12° 3 5 4 25 20 14 
Redlands Utd 12 5 3S 4 24°25 18 The Gap St SO CRIS 2 87 AS North Pine 12° 4-2 6 22°27 14 
\Capalaba m2 5s 5 6 16 3S 12 Capalaba 1 4° 1" 7 20' 54 15 Albany Creek 12 4 1 FP. (275215 
Newmarket Wee 8 9D 52.) FO Newmarket 12-2 (0° OM 2I 299 12 Rocklea Utd 128 S52 Trt Kal 
Grange Thistle [Ae 2 6 14 25 «6 6 North Pine 12 3 1 8 18 28 10 Grange Thistle 12S 0) OG 40s 
Acacia Ridge TIO: “S814 Sl) 5, Brisbane Olympic Utd 11 2 0 9 22 40 6 North Star Ly SO 22a Gor, 
North Pine J BP ONE N12 ey Aa faa 2 Acacia Ridge 1 ae | LBRO LEA ORAS rg Brisbane Olympic Utd 12 1 6 ah ay heal = + Acme 

ROUND 12 ROUND 12 ROUND 12 
Rocklea Utd Rocklea Utd The Gap ...... Rocklea Utd QO TheGap ..... 
Newmarket . . Grange Thistle. Newmarket . Grange Thistle . . Newmarket .... .-l Grange Thistle . 
Souths Utd . . Capalaba .... Souths Utd . Capalaba ., Souths Utd ..  Capalaba..... 
North Pine... Albany Creek . North Pine. . Albany Creek North Pine.,... ..5 Albany Creek . . 
Redlands Utd North Star -. Redlands Utd North Star . Brisbane Olympic Utd (0 Acacia Ridge 
Slacks Creek . Mitchelton aS Slacks Creek . Mitchelton . Redlands Utd ..0_ North Star 
Slacks Creek . . -.0 Mitchelton . 
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+ Fairfield Bulls 2 Marconi 
Stallions 3, Macarthur Rams 0 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 0, Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 2 Canterbury Marrickville 1, 
Wollongong Wolves v Newcastle United 
Washed Out, Bankstown City Cubs 0 
Sutherland Shire 1, Blacktown City Demons 
2 Sydney United 0, Central Coast Coasties 1 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Penrith Panthers 1 
Leichhardt Tigers 3, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
1 Sydney Olympic 6, Northern Spirit 8 St 
George 1. 

GRADE 14: Fairfield Bulls 0 Marconi 
Stallions 3, Macarthur Rams 0 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 0, Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 2 Canterbury Marrickville 0, 
Wollongong Wolves v Newcastle United 
Washed Out, Bankstown City Cubs 0 
Sutherland Shire 1, Blacktown City Demons 


5 Sydney United 1, Central Coast Coasties 0 
Parramatta Eagles 3, Penrith Panthers 0 
Leichhardt Tigers 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
0 Sydney Olympic 9, Northern Spirit 11 St 
George 0. 

GRADE 15: Fairfield Bulls 1 Marconi 
Stallions 3, Macarthur Rams 3 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 3, Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 2 Canterbury Marrickville 1, 
Wollongong Wolves v Newcastle United 
Washed Out, Bankstown City Cubs 1 
Sutherland Shire 2, Blacktown City Demons 
1 Sydney United 0, Central Coast Coasties 0 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Penrith Panthers 1 
Leichhardt Tigers 0, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
3 Sydney Olympic 1, Northern Spirit 0 St 
George 1. 

GRADE 17: Fairfield Bulls 2 Marconi 
Stallions 1, Macarthur Rams 1 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 3, Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 0 Canterbury Marrickville 3, 
Wollongong Wolves v Newcastle United 
Washed Out, Bankstown City Cubs 0 
Sutherland Shire 1,.Blacktown City Demons 


2 Sydney United 0, Central Coast Coasties 0 
Parramatta Eagles 6, Penrith Panthers 2 
Leichhardt Tigers 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
0 Sydney Olympic 2, Northern Spirit 5 St 
George 0. 


/ SUPER CADET 
LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: Northern Spirit 1 St George 
0, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Sutherland Shire 
3, Blacktown City Demons 7 Sydney United 
0, Central Coast Coasties 3 Parramatta 
Eagles 0, Penrith Panthers 1 Leichhardt 
Tigers 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Sydney 
Olympic 3. 

GRADE 12: Northern Spirit 0 St George 
0, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Sutherland Shire 
6, Blacktown City Demons 0 Sydney United 
0, Central Coast Coasties 2 Parramatta 
Eagles 0, Penrith Panthers 0 Leichhardt 
Tigers 1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Sydney 
Olympic 4. 


SUPER CAD! 
~ LEAGUE ~— 
GRADE 11: Macarthur Rams 0 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 0, Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 2 Canterbury Marrickville 0, 
Fairfield Bulls 1 Marconi Stallions 2. 

GRADE 12: Macarthur Rams 2 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1, Easter Suburbs 
Wanderers 1 Canterbury Marrickville 0, 
Fairfield Bulls 0 Marconi Stallions 1 

GRADE 21: Bankstown City Lions 4 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 0, Fairfield Bulls 2 
Stanmore Hawks 1, Dulwich Hill 2. Hajduk 
Wanderers 1, Rockdale City Suns 2 AC 
United 1. 

GRADE 18: Bankstown City Lions 6 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 1, Fairfield Bulls 1 
Stanmore Hawks 0, Dulwich Hill 0 Hajduk 
Wanderers 0, Rockdale City Suns 0 AC 
United 6. 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bad 


LAYERS SQUAD FOR 

WOLVES — several important 
Wolves Soccer players are out of 
contract, Negotiations are taking 
place to re-sign those required by 
coach Ron Corry, 

Actually Soccer Australia stipu- 
lates that team members playing for 
the Wolves in the forthcoming 
World Club Championship in Spain 
must be signed up by the club, play- 
ers not contracted will not travel to 
Spain with the Wolves. 

This is fair enough, nobody can 
expect the club to outlay the rather 
expensive participation in the World 
Club Championship for players who 
are likely to leave the Wolves after- 
wards, 

‘The local fans would like to see 
the present regulars to run-out again 
next season at WIN Stadium. Well 
known players not yet signed are 
Matt Horsley, Scott Chipperfield, 
Robbie’ Stanton, Robbie Middleby, 
Stuart Young, Dino Mennillo 
(presently overseas), David 
Ceryinski, Matt Nicholson, Beren 
Sullivan, Paul O'Grady and Daniel 
Beltrame. 

Most have indicated their willing- 
ness to stay in Wollongong provid- 
ing the terms are right, understand- 
able after such a successful season, 
Wolves Director Wally Boscoscuro 
is responsible for players contracts, 
the pressure, is on him to deliver and 
re-sign the squad approved by coach 
Ron Corry. It is preferable that all 
players are settled to contest the pre- 
sent play-off matches for the NSL 
Grand Final. 

Only a composed team with the 
determination to achieve is able to 
reach the ultimate goal of the soccer 
season. 


Re MIDDLEBY — side- 
ined due to suspension after 
being sent-off in the last competition 
game, being suspended for possibly 
two games. This is a personal let- 
down for any professional soccer 
player, a disappointment no doubt 
for Middleby. 

His coach would have been 
annoyed to loose the speedy forward 
and his team mates lose the attacking 
of the speedster which could be cru- 


cial for the two matches against 
Minor Premier South Melbourne, a 
club with a proud reputation and 
record, 

PRE-GAME HYPE — the City 
of Wollongong were geared up for 
the first encounter against the 
Melbournian and Win Stadium was 
a sell-out. 

At a pre-game press conference 
last Thursday at the Harbour 
Restaurant — attended by several 
journalists and TV people, the visi- 
tors straight off the plane from 
Melbourne were represented by 
South Melbourne coach Mike: 
Petersen and skilful play and match- 
winner Paul Trimboli partnered by 
Wolves coach Ron Corry and striker 
Scott Chipperfield. 

Questions were fired at them and 
answered patiently with final indi- 
vidual TV interviews, Both coaches: 
seemed calm and collected, confi- 
dent their talented squads would 
succeed, 


EW FACES AT WOLVES — 

‘an announcement was made by 
the club that two new positions have 
been nominated to develop an even 
more streamlined business opera- 
tion. 

Eddie Teroso has been appointed 
as the Wolves Development 
Manager, responsible to local junior 
players with outstanding ability, 
potential, commitment and attitude 
and develop these players into pro- 
fessional footballers with the aim to 
play at elite level. 

Ms Chris Beaven has been 
appointed as the Wolves new 
Corporate Relationship Manager, 
having been successful working 
with corporate Wollongong for years 
with the Smith Family proving her 
ability to raise sponsorship money 
and provide a strategic marketing 
plan to see the Wolves enter a new 
area of professional business prac- 
tice. 

General Manager Graeme Haney 
is optimistic the introduction of the 
two new nominees will ensure a bet- 
ter position for more effectively 
cater for the need of the corporate 
and public sectors of the 
Wollongong community. 

‘Wolves Chairman Joe Cachia said 
the expansion of the Wolves busi- 
ness structure is needed. It is great to 


Robbie Middleby: Missed the crucial play-off game against 


South Melbourne due to suspension. 


see the club is planning for future 
growth in strength and aiming for 
bigger achievements. 


Tht PREMIER LEAGUE 
ESULTS ROUND FIVE — 
comments: two matches had to be 
postponed due to weather conditions 
and will be replayed on Sunday 20th 
May, that is Wollongong Olympic vs 
Northern United and Western 
Suburbs ys Picton Rangers. 

Some lower grade fixtures were 
also postponed. The games played 
were Kemblawarra vs Balgownie 
Rangers 2-1, a cracker of a game on 
wet, heavy ground, both teams 
missed chances in the first half, 
Kemblawarra dominated play at that 
stage, pressurising the visitors who 
relied on quick breaks. 

In the second half the home side 
opened the score with Matthew 
Packer heading the ball in the net in 
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the 79th minute with a penalty 
awarded against the visitors a 
minute later and converted by John 
Flack for a 2-0 lead, however 
Balgownie hit back late in the match 
when Victor Costabile planted a 
header into the net. 

The visitors lost in the last 10 
minute their central defender Frank 
Barila. Despite the poor weather, a 
healthy crowd attended. 

Kemblawarra play next Coniston 
Lions, Second on the Ladder, A Top- 
of-the-Table Clash with Balgownie 
host Lysaghts, not an easy task 
against a resilient opponent. 

Shoalhaven City ys Coniston 
Lions 7-0, a bit of a hammering for 
the home boys, goals scored by 
Anthony Guido (5), John Chapman, 
Andon Dzeperovski, the host unable 
to stem the flood of goals. 

Shoalhaven City travel next to 
Cringila and must improve to win 


any points, while Coniston faces 
competition leaders Kemblawarra. 

Port Kembla vs Cringila Lions, 
1-1, played on Friday night under 
floodlight in front of a healthy 
crowd, both goals in the first half, 
very entertaining, fast and strong 
defending by both sides, the visitors 
scored first with Oliver Sekulovski 
with the goalkeeper missing the ball, 
in the 16th minute. 

Port Kembla equalised with 
Shane Williams in the 30th minute 
with a well placed shot. Perhaps Port 
did expect a win but had to concec 
the strength of the opposition play- 
ing well on the night. 

Port travel next to Wollongong 
Olympic, a very strong opponent, 
Cringila host Shoalhaven City, a 
game they expect to win. 

Lysaghts vs Bulli 2-1, goals from, 
Chad Bishop, the midfield player of 
statue in the visitor's side scored one 
and set-up another for his team mate 
Jason Spencer, but also caused the 
Bulli goal, ~~ 

For the visitors a well worked win, 
while the home team would be dis- 
appointed having missed another 
opportunity. Lysaghts now travels to 
Balgownie Rangers, a test of 
strength for them while Bulli host 
Western Suburbs and must lift their 
performance. 


HE TABLE READS NOW — 

Kemblawarra 16 _ points, 
Coniston Lions 15, Port Kembla 
1, Lysaghts 11, 
Wollongong 
Olympic 10, 
Balgownie 
Rangers 8, 
Shoalhaven City 
of Western 
Suburbs 6, 
Cringila Lions 6, 
Bulli 4, Picton 
Rangers 1, Norther 
United 0. 


RST DIVISION 
RESULTS — only five 
games being played, mainly lower 
grades with four matches postponed, 
to be played on May 20. 
Shellharbour City vs Bellambi 
1-6, on wet, heavy conditions, the 
experience and physical strength of 
the visitors too good for. the young 
home side, half time score 0-3 indi- 


cating the superior condition’ of 
Bellambi 

Berkeley ys Helensburgh 2-4, 
the visitors going well at present and 
will have a say in the championship, 
leading the table at the moment, the 
home side done well to hold the 
strong opponent out for a long time. 

Berkeley faces next Tarrawanna 
while Helensburgh host Kiama next. 

Highlands ys Dapto 2-0, always 
hard to win points upshe mountains, 
many teams left their fortunes there, 
Highlands doing well and travel next 
to Illawarra United, Dapto host 
Shellharbour City. 

Tarrawanna ys Illawarra 
United: 9-1, a huge score showing 
the better side playing up to their 
potential, facing next Berkeley, 
Illawarra United play next 
Highlands United. 

Ruse y Albion Park W.E, 0-8, 
the home side unable to hold the 
favourites out, they next play 
Barbarians while Albion Park W.E. 
play next Fernhill. 


EADING THE TABLE — 

Helensburgh 15 __ points, 
Tarrawanna 11, Albion Park W.E. 
10, Kiama 10, South Coast United 
10, Followed by two teams on 9 
points, thus the competition is still 
wide open, however one expects the 
present leaders {0 stay in their posi- 
tions and move up with good results, 


UNIORS — most 
games —_were 
washed out with 

some being 


able to complete 
their matches like 
Shellharbour 
U/3 winning 
early in the day 
against 
Helensburgh 5-1, A 
full programme is 
Scheduled for the com- 
ing weekend. 


EFEREE QUIZ — A tefer- 
ee gives a yellow card for 
ungentlemanly behaviour for a play- 
er who runs off the field to strike a 
spectator (not a player) who contin- 
ually abused him, Correct? 

(Answer no, red card). 

aon. 


Y 


VALENTINE SPORTS PARK 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 @ Phone (02) 9629 1800 


Dulwich Hill 3 


Hajduk Wanderers 4 
pee Hill retook top spot 
‘on the NSW Super League 
table, after disposing of 
Hajduk Wanderers 3-1 at 
Adlington Oval, on a chilly 
Sunday afternoon. 

Hill were good value for the 
three points with a Steve 
Karavatakis double in the first 
half. The first came only nine 
minutes in, a close range effort, 
after an Eric Hristodoulou free 
kick was nodded on. 

His second came courtesy of 
a Zlatko Donev head-on, there 
was still plenty to do and a neat 
flick ensured a free run in on 
goal. 

Karavatakis calmly beat the 
advancing Luke Martin for 2- 
0, In truth, it could have been a 
procession, but Dulwich Hill 
settled for a 3-1 victory when 
Donev angled a header into the 
bottom left comer, three from 
time. 

Hajduk eared a consolation 
goal in stoppage time, when 
Warren Hayward raced straight 
through the middle of a static 
defense and curled a right-foot- 
er past the previously untrou- 
bled Peco Trajcevski, 


Macarthur Rams 0 
Manly-Warringah 1 


Ihe first 20 minutes saw nei- 

ther team dominate this 
match, Macarthur's Christian 
Cevenni and later Kory 
Babington had the best chances 
to score, but both shots were 
wide of the target. 

Manly concentrated much 
of their attack on the right 
flank, but were often caught 
offside. 

After a scoreless first half, 
both teams missed with early 
second half strikes on goal, 

It wasn’t until the 84th 
minute that the deadlock was 
broken, with Dolphins forward 
Mark Beldham scoring the 
game’s only goal, converting a 
‘cross from Steve Berry. 


Fairfield Bulls 9 


Stanmore Hawks 1 
he sound of studs dragging 
‘on concrete was all that 
could be heard on the path to 
the Stanmore Hawks dressing 
room, as the Fairfield Bulls 


TOP 
SCORERS 


gave a ruthless lesson in 
attacking football, demolishing 
their opposition nine goals to 
one, with many claiming it was 
the first time they had seen 
anything of the like, in the 
events which unfolded at 
Nineveh Field. 

Marc Hoenselaars joined 


Steve Karavatakis as the 
league's top scorer while on- 
Joan Bonnyrigg player, Johnny 
Ghisso grabbed four goals for 
John Turner's side. 


Rockdale City 0 
AC United 2 


C United did what most 
teams this season have 
been unable to do - not only 
beat competition leaders 
Rockdale City but keep them 
scoreless. 
It was a determined AC 
United that were hungrier on 


the day, They got on top early 
and were able to get full points 
and move from the bottom of 
the table. 

The speedy Enzo Sansone 
scored AC United’s first goal- 
with a brilliant chip over the 
hapless Suns keeper Amir 
Ajanovic afier five minutes to 
cap off agreat match. 

BenPrice scored the second 
goal for AC United in the 39th 
minute after a great run and a 
shotthat went in off the post. 

The Suns were impressive 
in patches but were unable to 
break through the AC United 
defence. It may be the awaken- 
ing that Rockdale City players 
needed after a good recent run 
saw them lead the competition. 


Bankstown City 1 
Hurstville City 1 
Hesvite City Minotaurs 

confirmed their rising sta- 
tus as genuine top five materi- 
al, holding Bankstown City to 
a 1-1 draw at Jensen Park. 

Tn a match that produced a 
number of quality chances for 
both sides, the match was 
eventually decided by a Jimmy 
Aschner penalty for the Lions 
just short of halftime, and an 
Evangelos Petratos header 13 
minutes into the second half. 


KOUND 9 


DULWICH HILL BACK ON TOP B73 258 71773 OFF: ' 


MSC Liverpool 


Fraser Park Jets 


By Ben Moring 


lhe Fraser Park Jets’ season has 

finally taken off, as they flew in 

and out of Hammondville Oval 
with an astonishing eight-goal blast. 
There would be eleven goals come the 
final whistle, with eight coming in a fre- 
netic first half. 

Fraser Park has assembled a star line up, 
with former NSL players, State representa- 
tives and NSW Premier League players. 

However, there was one player who 
shone as brightly as any other star on the 
pitch. Ex-Mt Pritchard striker, Clinton 
Green, was superb. He was a constant men- 
ace, combining pace and guile. 

Fraser Park was slick throughout the 
match. Their fine attacking play brought 
reward in the 9th minute. 

Paul Lombardo opened proceedings 
with a deflected twenty-five yard effort, 
which looped over Travis Glen. 

The lead was extended in the 13th 
minute, when Damian Rosenthal’s chip 
from the edge of the area hit the back of the 
net. 

Lombardo scored his second, in the 19th 
minute, as he slid his shot under the 
advancing Glen, 

Credit must be given to Liverpool, as 
they then clawed their way back to be level 
before the interval. 


WINTER SUPER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


Ea 
cS 


‘The first came from Green in the 2Ist, 
when he dispatched low into the bottom left 
comer from twenty-yards, 

Ziatko Momircevski chirned in four 
minutes later. Green somehow managed to 
roll the ball all theway along the by-line, 
which Momircevski reached first to prod 
home from virtually on the goal line. 

Green made the scores level in the 33rd 
minute. Tom Tregear whipped in a cross 
from the left and the ball was expertly put 
away with a side-foot volley. 

De Jesus would then hit his own double. 
The first came in the 36th, when Glen was 
again chipped, this time from sixteen- 
yards. 

‘The second came on the stroke of half 
time, when De Jesus was first to the ball 
close to the right post. He managed to flick 
the ball into the corner of the net. 

The Jets would score three more after 
the break, to complete a memorable night. 

Abbas Saad notched the first of these on 
60 minutes, when he went to slide tackle a 
home defender. The ball ricocheted off his 
boot and in. 

Nine from time and it was Robinson 
who got in on the act. A fine looping head- 
cr beat keeper Glen, after MSC Liverpool 
failed to clear their line. 

The rout was complete in the 87th 
minute, Danial Cummins’ overhead kick 
trickled in from close range. 


MSC Liverpool striker Clinton 
Green (right), an early favourite 
for the Winter Super League 
Gold medal couldn't rescue his 
team from defeat against 
Fraser Park. 


Winter Super 


(AFTER Rounp 8) 


Ww D 
Rockdale City Suns 
Dulwich Hill 
Bankstown City Lions 
Hiville City Minotaurs 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Macarthur Rams 
Pairfield Bulls 
Stanmore Hawks 
Fraser Park 
Hajduk Wanderers 
MSC Liverpool 

AC United 


mee NNNUG EP Re 


NVNNOOVS ITI 
UPPRUNNUNNNoee 


NEW SOUTH WALES SOCCER FEDERATION LIMITED. 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE 


EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST 


are invited from Clubs interested in participating 
in the 2001-2002 PREMIER LEAGUE 
‘Summer’ Soccer Competition. 


Entry Criteria and further information is available from 
Mr. Graham Crawhall 
Competitions Secretary NSWSF 
Telephone : 9629 -1800 


Applications CLOSE 31 May 2001 


League 
Www.soccernsw.com.au 


ROUND 10 


SUNDAY 20th MAY | 

Cromer Park a 
U/18: 11.00am | 

Fraser Park 


Manly-Warringah v MSC Liverpool 
First Grade: 3.00pm U/2t: 1.00pm 
Fraser Park Jets v Bankstown City Lions 


| Hurstville City Minotaurs v Fairfield Bulls 


Stanmore Hawks v Dulwich Hill 


Hajduk Wanderers v Rockdale City Sun 


First Grade: 3.00pm zt: 00am 
AC United v Macarthur Rams 


Tuesday 15 May, H 


_ St George Stadium 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
Winter Super League and other NSW 
Soccer news on our website: 


Official clothing 


WWw.soccernsw.com.au ~rs"* 


NSWSF RESULTS LINE: 1900 922 885 
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CHAMPIONS f ~ . - =: rit 
LEAGUE, eee 


‘ J alencia reached the Leeds keeper to 
Champions League finalfor almost the exact 
the second successive year same spot as 

as Juan Sanchez struck twice and Sanchez’s second 

Gaizka Mendieta fired ina third to goal. 

give them an emphatic 3-0 victory For Leeds, defeat F 

over Leeds in their semi-final sec- was a sad end to 

ond leg at Mestalla last week. their European 
After a goalless draw at Elland adventure, in which 

Road in the first leg, Leeds were still they had defied the 

in with an excellent chance even after odds to move to the 

Sanchez’s first goal, which he bun- brink of their first 

dled in with his shoulder on 15 min- European Cup final 

utes after Mendieta’s precision cross, since 1975, when 
But two goals in the opening seven they lost to Bayern. 
minutes of the second half put the The team clearly 

English premier side out of the equa- missed the skill and 

tion. drive of Lee 
Sanchez, seeing John Carew and Bowyer, who was 

Pablo Aimar well-marked and the suspended for three 

Leeds defence backing off, took the games at the Ith 

ball across the face of the area before hour for an incident 

driving im at Nigel Martyn’s left-hand __ in the first leg. 

post after 47 minutes. Leeds misery was 
Mendieta wasted a great chance completed when for- 

two minutes later after Aimar’s ward Alan Smith 

through-ball sent him clear on goal was sent off in the 

only for his first Aouch to let him last minute for a 

down and allow Martyn to claim. tough —_ challenge 
The Valencia skipper made no mis- from behind on sub- 

take with his second opportunity, stitute Didier 
though, as he unleashed a superb Deschamps. 
right-foot shot that flashed past the 


EDS UNIT 


Barcelona's Nou Camp stadium in 

a 1999 after conceding two goals in 
REAL ADRID injury-time. Valencia, who crushed 
Leeds United 3-0 in the previous day's 

semi-final second leg in Spain, will 


ayern Munich beat holders Champions League finals. “want to improve on last year’s bitterly- 
B= Madrid 2-1 last week to Bayern will be out to make amends disappointing performance in a 3-0 
line up a Champions League _ after losing 2-1 to Manchester United at defeat by Real in Paris. 
final against Valencia on May 23 in 
Milan,” 
Bayern took an eighth minute lead 
when Real goalkeeper Iker Casillas 
fumbled a clearance and Elber, who 
scored in Bayern’s 1-0 victory in last 
week’s first leg of the semifinal, headed 
home from point-blank range. 
Tt was the Brazilian’s sixth goal of 
the competition Bayern fans at the 
Olympic Stadium were stunned into 
silence 10 minutes later when Raul 
rounded Thomas Linke and passed to 
Luis Figo who steered a low shot past 
Bayern goalkeeper Oliver Kahn. 
But Bayern went 2-1 up on the night, 
and 3-1 on aggregate, in the 34th 
minute when Jens Jeremies was left 
“unmarked after a neatly-worked free- 
kick to fire home from outside the area. 
Real piled on the pressure in the sec- 
ond half but Bayern held on through 
stout defending by Ghana’s Sammy 
Kuffour and Sweden’s Patrik 
Andersson, and also threatened on the 
counter-attack. = 4 aed Fi > 
The final at the San Siro stadium fea- Samy Kuffour of FC Bayern Munich celebrates after the Champions 
tures the losers of the last two ‘League semifinal match against Real Madrid In Munich’s Olympic 


Real Madrid’s Brazillan defender Roberto Carios, left, battles with 
Bayer Munich’s midfielder Hasan Sallhamidzic, 
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Tottiin new i 


S Roma captain Francesco 

Totti extended his contract at 

the Italian league leaders 
until 2005 last week in a deal which 
will earn him 87 billion lire ($39.7 
million) over the next four years, the 
club said in a statement. 

It said the contract included a new 
arrangement for the club to market 
Totti’s image. 

Totti, a native Roman who grew up 
watching Roma from the terraces of 
the Olympic Stadium, has become a 
symbol of the club since he made his 
debut for them as a 16-year-old in 
1993, 

Talks over the extension of his con- 
tract have dragged on for months and 
at one point, earlier this season, he 
hinted he might leave Roma if things 
Were not resolved to his satisfaction. 

Totti, who plays an attacking mid- 
field role, is also a regular in the Italian 


Hitzfeld, del Bosque 
praise Bayern’s defence 


er Ottmar Hitzfeld 
said his team’s “fan- 


Ottmar Hitzteld 
“Bayem Munich is possi- 

bly the best football team in 

‘the world,” said Hoeness, 
Brazilian striker 


national side. 


‘est Ham play- 
ers past and 
present have 


spoken of their shock at 
Harry Redknapp’s deci- 
sion to leave the English 
Premier League club. 

Redknapp ended his 
seven-year reign as man- 
ager last week after the 
east London club strug- 
gled to retain their 
Premier League status this 
season, 

Temperamental Italian 
Paolo Di Canio, a player 
Redknapp was willing to 
gamble on despite an ill- 
disciplined past, repaid 
the faith his manager 
showed in him with a 
number of match-winning 
performances. 

Di Canio said he was 
“shocked” by Redknapp’s 
resignation, while 
Frederic Kanoute, a 3,7 
million pound ($5.26 mil- 
lion) buy from Olympique 
Lyon last year, said: “I am 
disappointed and sad- 
dened. 

“Harry brought me to 
this league when no one 
else would take a chance 
on me.” 

Rio Ferdinand, who 
came through the youth 
system at West Ham 
before joining Leeds for a 
record 18 million pounds 
last November, told 
SkySports: “I am 
shocked. 


“Harry gave me my 
chance in football and [ 
will always appreciate 
that. I hope he stays in 
football.” 

Striker Tony Cottee, 
who was bought and sold 
by Redknapp, —_ was 
stunned by the departure 
of a man he claims has 
done a “fantastic job” at 
West Ham. 


‘apan national team 
coach Philippe 
‘Troussier was named 
‘oach of the Year last week 
by the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), the 
first non-Asian to receive 
the award, 

The Frenchman led Japan 
to their Asian Cup triumph in 
Lebanon last October, and to 
the quarter-finals of the 
Olympic Games in Sydney. 

“It’s a great honour to 
receive this award from the 
AFC,” said Troussier. “This 
Tepresents great recognition 
for me and I consider it an 
invitation to join a small cir- 
cle of people within the 
Asian football family. 

“This award represents the 
results of the national team 
of Japan and I have to share 
this honour with my players, 
my staff and all of the coach- 


Francesco Totti: To stay at Roma tll 2005 In a new contract. 


Redhknapp’s departure leaves 
West Ham shocked | 


joked about the of 
Bayem in recent weeks and 
almost ruled out himself, 
Jens Jeremies and Mchmet 
Scholl. 

“My goal is dedicated to 
the medical team.-A-big fat 
kiss to (team doctor) 
Moeller-Wohifahrt. Without 


his excellent work Jeremies 
and I wouldn't have been 
Cottee said: “This there,” Elber said, 
news is absolutely stag- ‘Scholl wamed against get- 
gering. Harry is pure ting too excited ahead of the 
West Ham and he's final, particularly with the 
taken the club from a reget ee it yet 
team that fought relega- havea’ 
tion every season to an Valencia are a dangerous 
4 side with excellent players, 
established top 10 
A A We have a brutal game ahead 
English Premier of us,” Scholl said. 
League club, I really mS 
can’t believe it Vicente Del Bosque * Cc) 


es in Japan, as well as the Saudi Arabia's Nassr Al 
supporters and those who Johar and Iraq’s Adnan 
have backed me.” Hamd. 

Troussier, who succeeded Japan also won the 
Takeshi Okada as Japan National Team of the Year, 
coach in 1998, won the while Ryoichi Maeda was 
award ahead of Thailand's named Asian Youth Player of 
English coach Peter Withe, the Year. 


CROATIAN CUP FINAL 


he Croatian Cup final between 

| Hajduk Split and Dinamo Zagreb 

was interrupted for 20 minutes last 

week after angry Hajduk fans rushed on to 
the pitch, 

The first-leg game was stopped two min- 
utes from time with the score 2-0 in Dinamo’s 
favour. The score did not change when the 
match resumed. 

‘The trouble started when Hajduk fans start- 
ed throwing stones on to the pitch. A group of 
around 50 then broke the metal barrier and 
stormed though. 

Riot police stopped their progress then used 


water canon to empty part of the stadium 
holding some of the most aggressive Hadjuk 
fans fans. 

Goals from Tomo Sokota five minutes 
before halftime and Mihael Mikic in the 5 
minute had put Dinamo in a commanding 
position in the tie. 

The second leg is scheduled to be played in 
Zagreb on May 23. 

Before that the two arch-rivals of Croatian 
football meet for a potentially deciding match 
in the premier league in Zagreb last week. 

Hajduk lead the table by four points with 
three rounds to play. 
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ia-style® decision is made in the 
ind result borders 6n the ridicu- 


E ye thrown wide open to all foreign 
"players? mmly a few rounds to go, one could: be: for- 
_given for thinking that the authorities would frave waited at 
_Jeast until the end of the season. 

~ However, cominon sense hasn't prevailed and now all 
Italian clubs can field as many non-European Union (BU) 
players as they wish. 

‘They were limited to three on the field at any one time, 
with a maximum of five on their books. Now it is open 
Season.) 

So what does that do for the false passports scandal? 
Players were desperate to gain an EU country passport and 
hence the falsification of the passports. 

Some of the biggest clubs, such as Inter, and some of the 
biggest players, such as Alvaro Recoba, were involved. 
But now who needs an EU passport? Any passport will 
suffice! ee : f 


Scandal will be filed in the bin and 
least this is according (o Bologna 
jazzoni. He cynically said that it was 
‘way once he heard the decision last 


and so are many others in the Italian 
Hee went on to say that if one of the smaller clubs, such 
_as his own one, “they (the authorities) would have stripped 
‘their shirts off them on the field”. In other words, the big- 
ger clubs have got away agai ave 


ay with if once again, a 
‘The most important question now is wher 
eave the Italian player hoping to play in an Htalian team? 
‘The Italian Football Federation is hoping, like FIFA is as 
well, that clubs will come to ‘a gentleman's agreement’ 
and play at least six Italian players in their teams while on 
the field. ce i 

‘A gentleman’s agreement in the cut-throat world of 
‘Serie A football? it’s like believing that Soccer: Australia 
will properly run the code in this country! 

‘Truck loads of money are at stake here so believing that 
in acrucial game a coach, whose job is always on the line, 
‘will consider the ‘gentleman's agreement’ when making a 
key substitution that may change the game, is really wish- 
ful thinking, 

It is sad day for Italian football and perhaps an éven sad- 
der one for the future of the national team. When a future 
Azzurri coach looks around in the Serie A to see who is 
“available to play for Italy, be may find himself in the posi- 
tion of struggling to field 11 players, let alone being able 


to pick and choose them, 
ae Qo0 

| 1 ie battle for relegation is hotting up with Bari, 
LL Reggina and Verona almost certainly doomed. 
The fourth relegation place currently belongs to Napoli 
| and it could well stay that way. “i 

¢ 't clear yet of the danger zone 
sould trade places with Napoli 
me 
nt also of Italian. football when 
| occupy four out of the five last 
Reggina and Bari are the teams in 


ia and Sampdoria. All of these 
geams and it would maintain the dom- 
fh has on Italian football. 
ears were the fairytale team of the 
is set to come to-an end. 
feel very proud of this team. 
) lose Napoli to the lower 
back in the Serie A. 
any dream in the 80's and even 
0. Maradona played for 
ira ide, 


ITALIAN SERIE A 


BARI 2 
VICENZA 2 


ionatha Spinesi scored 

twice as Bari came from 
behind to record their fifth 
draw of the season. 

Vicenza opened the scoring 
with Lamberto Zauli one 
minute after the break but 
Spinesi equalised on a 64th 
minute spot kick. 

Defender Marco Zanchi 
scored in the 86th minute, his 
third goal in two matches giv- 
ing Vicenza the lead before 
Spinesi scored the equaliser 
for Bari with a fine header one 
minute from time. 

With the dray, Vicenza 
climb to 32 points, two above 
Reggina who are fourth from 
bottom. Bari remain bottom of 
the table on 20 points, mathe- 
matically still not relegated 
with four matches left. 


BRESCIA 0 
BOLOGNA 0 


Bes moved one step 
closer to staying in Italy’s 
top flight as they recorded 
their 12th draw of the season. 

Bologna earned a precious 
point in their efforts to grab a 
UEFA Cup spot. 

With four matches remain- 
ing, Brescia move to eighth on 
36 points, while Bologna 
climb to seventh on 42 points, 
level with Atalanta, 


FIORENTINA 1 
JUVENTUS 3 


oO: ‘a match played Friday 
night, Juventus kept pace 
with the league leaders by 
recording their eighth away 
win of the season. 

Two first-half goals from 
Zinedine Zidane and Igor 
Tudor and a David Trezeguet 
header one minute from time 
ensured the victory for Carlo 
Ancelotti’s side. Marco Rossi 
grabbed Fiorentina’s only goal 
of the match in the 40th 
minute. 

With the win, Juventus are 


now third on 61 points, one 


point behind Lazio, and six 
behind league leaders AS 
Roma with four matches left. 


INTER MILAN 0 
AC MILAN 6 


‘n Friday night’s other match, 

C Milan striker Andriy 
‘Shevchenko scored twice to up 
his league-leading total to 23 
goals and seldom used forward 
Gianni Comandini added two 
goals of his own helping AC 
Milan cruise to their 12th win 
of the season. 

Midfielder Federico Giunti 
and Brazilian defender 
Serginho rounded out the scor- 
ing for Cesare Maldini's side. 

The defeat was Inter 
Milan’s worst home defeat in 
Serie A and AC Milan's 
biggest league win over their 
city rivals, 

With the win, AC Milan 
climb to fifth on 47 points, 
three points behind Parma and 
three points ahead of Inter 
Milan. 


NAPOLI 2 
LAZIO 4 


azio came from behind 

awice to’record their 19th 
league win of the season, 

Napoli took the early lead 
with Nicola Amoruso after 24 
minutes of play. Argentine 
Herman Crespo equalised in 
the 32nd minute by rounding 
the Napoli goalkeeper and 
depositing the ball into an 
empty net. 

Napoli regained the lead 
‘one minute into the second 
half as Nicola Amoruso scored 
his second of the game. Crespo 
answered with a blast from 
inside the box for his 2Ist goal 
of the season in the Sist 
minute, 

Lazio’s Juan Veron was sent 
off in the 57th minute but the 
visitors quickly regained con- 
trol taking the lead with mid- 
fielder Pavel Nedved in the 
65th minute. Fabrizio 
Rayanelli rounded out the 
scoring for Lazio one minute 
from time. 


A.C. Milan striker Andriy Shevchenko celebrates after scoring against Inter , 
Milan during their serie A soccer match at the San Siro Stadium in Milan. 


With the win, Lazio remain 
in second on 62 points, five AS ROMA 1 
behind league leaders AS ATALANTA 0 
Roma, and one point above (ieee leaders AS Roma 
Juventus. recorded their 20th win of 


the season. 
REGGINA 2 Striker Vincenzo Montella 
PARMA 0 


scored the game's only goal in 
gina grabbed a precious 


the 63rd minute connecting 

RX with a Hidetoshi Nakata~cor~ 
win in their fight to avoid 
relegation. Midfielder Andrea 


ner giving Roma their 10th 
home win of the year, 

Bergini. gave; the). Calabriangiy, a With chemin, Romesemain 

side the lead in the 38th 

minute with his first Serie A 


top of the table on 67 points, 
five above Lazio, and six 
goal, a right footed blast from. 
thirty yards out. 


above Juventus, with four 
Bernini once again worked 


matches left. 
his magic as he struck a low 


UDINESE 3 
angled shot into the back of 
the net in the 76th minute giv- PERUGIA 3 


2 Aiea ‘ dinese came back from a 
ing Reggina their eighth win three goal deficit to record 
of the season. 


4 a . their first home draw of the 

With the win, Reggina season, 
climb to third from bottom on Perugia jumped to an early 
29 points, one point above ead as captain Marco 
both Napoli and Verona. Bari Materazzi coverted,a 20th- 
are bottom of the table on 20 ~ minute penalty for his 11th 
points. sirike of the year, 

Parma, in their effort to Korean Abn Jung-Hwahn 
grab the last remaining scored five minutes later and 
Champions League spot, 
remain fifth on 50 points, only 
three above AC Milan with 
four matches left. 


Brescia. . 
Napoli... 
| Reggina. 
AS Roma . 
Udinese 

Verona . 

Fiorentina. 
Inter Milan. 


4, AS Roma 


Juventus striker David Trezeguet (left) celebrates with his team mate 
Alessandro Del Piero and Gianluca Zambrotta (right) after scoring against 
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Fiorentina, 


on the stroke of halftime added 
his second of the match for a 
0-3 Perugia lead, = / 
Udinese fought back in the 
second half with two goals in 
two minutes from Roberto 
Sosa in the 55th and Roberto 
Muzzi in the 57th minute. 
Italy international Stefano: 
Fiore. capped..the- comeback 
with an injury-time penalty. 
Perugia climb to 40 points, 
while Udinese are on 34 
points, seventh from bottom. 


VERONA 0 
LECCE 0 


| iia earned their sixth 
away draw of the season 
and grabbed a vital point in the 
relegation fight. 

With the draw, Verona 
climb to second from bottom 
on 28 points, level with 
Napoli, while Lecce are fifth 
from bottom on 32 points with 
Vicenza. Reggina, winners on 
the day move up to third from 
bottom on 29 points. Four 
matches are left. 


NGLISH FA CUP 


Owen magic lands 
Liverpool FA Cup 


ichael Owen scored 
twice in the last seven 
minutes to give 


Liverpool a dramatic 2-1 victory 
over Arsenal in the FA Cup 
final, 

Owen struck after 83 and 88 
minutes — taking his tally to eight 
goals in his last four games — to 
wipe out Fredrik Ljungberg's 72nd 
minute effort for Arsenal, who had 
created the better chances in the 
first FA Cup final to be played out- 
side England. 

Thierry Henry twice missed 
simple chances when clean 
through for Arsene Wenger's side, 
who finish the season trophyldss. 

Liverpool coach — Gerard 
Houllier said: “It was a game 
where the two teams were trying to 
nullify each other, there were nota 
lot of chances. 

“And then, funnily, I think the 
boys found the character to pick up 
and come back into the game and 
Michael made the difference.” 

Owen, who had been given little 
toom before the last 10 minutes 
id: “It’s just a question of not 
giving up. 

“You can go through the first 
half or 90 minutes of the game 
without scoring. But if you end up 
popping up and scoring then it 
makes it all worthwhile.” 

Liverpool's sixth FA Cup tri- 
umph kept them on course for a 
unique treble, They have already 
won the League Cup and face 
Alaves of Spain in the UEFA Cup 
final on Wednesday, 

After an energetic opening, the 
first half deteriorated into a battle 
of defensive wits on a pitch half- 
bathed in sun. 

Arsenal still should haye gone 
in at the interval a goal up, though, 
with Henry squandering a clear 
opening after 17 minutes. 

Liverpool lost the ball in mid- 
field and Ljungberg played the 
Frenchman in behind the 
Liverpool defence 

Henry rounded ~~ Sander 
Westerveld’ but paused before 
delivering an angled shot, which 
allowed a sprawling Stephane 
Henchoz time to get back and 
divert the effort wide with his 
elbow, 

Henry appealed for handball but 
teferee Steve Dunn missed the 
incident and awarded a goalkick. 

Liverpool had another escape 
eight minutes later when Henry's 
shot was blocked by Westerveld 
and Ashley Cole stabbed the loose 
ball_goalwards but Liverpool cap- 
tain Sami Hyypia cleared it off the 
line. 

The goal was coming and it 


duly arrived when Westerveld’s 
poor clearance fell to Robert Pires. 
He played Ljungberg through and 
the Swede coolly rounded the 
Liverpool goalkeeper and fired 
high into the net. 

Henry missed another simple 
chance almost immediately, scuff- 
ing his shot after Westerveld had 


saved his initial effort, and Arsenal 
were made to pay the heaviest pos- 
sible price. 

Houllier threw on Berger and 
Fowler and suddenly the match 
turned. 

With seven minutes left Owen 
pounced on a downward Markus 
Babbel header after Arsenal failed 


to clear a comer and drove the ball 
into the net from eight metres out. 

Extra time loomed, but with two 
minutes left Owen showed searing, 
pace to beat Arsenal veterans Lee 
Dixon and Tony Adams and arrow 
a sizzling shot low across Seaman 
into the far corner of the net. 


Arsenal's French striker Thierry Henry in grief after his team’s loss to Liverpool in the FA 


Cup Final at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. Liverpool defeated Arsenal 2-1. Henry 


missed several scoring opportunties during the match. 


LEEDS UTD. 
BRADFORD 


Bradford City. 


efforts. 


boot into the top comer. 


the ball past Dayison. 


| et UNITED kept their Champions League 
hopes alive with a 6-1 mauling of local rivals 


The opening goal was an excellent near-post diving 
header by Mark Viduka, after fine work down the left by 
Harry Kewell and Jan Harte presented the Australian for- 
ward with a chance that he very rarely passes up. Harte * 
doubled the advantage on 19 minutes, curling home a fine 
25-yard free-kick past a rooted Aidan Davison. 

Bradford threatened to spoil the party when Ashley 
Ward tucked a low shot past Nigel Martyn on 22 minutes, 
but this only served to spur Leeds onto greater attacking 


Eink Bakke collected a superb Alan Smith pass in his 
stride before smashing a shot with the outside of his right 


Smith then collected a knock down from Viduka to 
score and Kewell sent Leeds 5-1 up at the break with a 
great goal, tricking his way past Ian Nolan before placing 


Leeds moved into cruise control after the interval, but 
Still threatened on occasions. Harte had an effort disal- 
lowed and Kewell nearly scored a tremendous goal, but his 
fantastic run finished with his shot going narrowly wide. 

Leeds, who were never really troubled despite Bradford 
improving after the break, did grab a sixth when Lee 
Bowyer converted from close-range on 84 minutes. 


6 SOUTHAMPTON 
1 MANCHESTER UTD 


n under-strength Manchester United went down to a 
revitalised Southampton. Wes Brown's own-goal mis- 

ery continued at The Dell, the England defender flashing a 
diving header across his bemused keeper Andy Goram 
and into the far corner, 
The lead was doubled on 18 minutes when Hassan 
Kachloul showed great strength in the midfieldbefore releas- 
ing Marian Pahars. The litle Latvian had the freedom of the 
penalty area to compose himself before tucking his shot past 


Goram. 


‘The Saints retreated into their shell in the second-half and 
Ryan Gig 
inspiration, got his name on the scoresheet on 71 minutes. The 
Welsh winger set off on a mazy dribble and exchanged passes 
with Dwight Yorke before stroking the ball home. United 
pushed to try and gain a point from their last ever trip to The 
Dell, with Luke Chadwick, Giggs and Dwight Yorke all going 
close, but were unable to find an equaliser. 


; Who looked Manchester United’s one sou 


oe 


Liverpool's two-goal hero Michael Owen holds the trophy 
after his team beat Arsenal 2-1 in the the FA Cup final at the 


Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, Wales. 


Premiership Wrap-Ups ... 


1 


4. Man. Utd (C) 
2, Arsenal 

3. Liverpool 

4. Leeds United 
5. Ipswich Town 
6. Chelsea 

7. Sunderland 

8) Aston Villa 

9. Chariton Athletic 
10. Southampton: 
11. Leicester City 
12. Newcastle Lid 


irce of 


FIXTURES FINAL ROUND 
Charlton v Liverpool 


—The Valley 


Coventry City v Bradford City — Highbury 
Derby County v Ipswich — Pride Park 
Everton v Sunderland — Goodison Park 
Leeds Utd v Leicester City —Elland Road 
‘Man City v Chelsea —Maine Road 


Middlesbrough v West Ham Utd — Riverside Stadium 


Newcastle Utd v Aston Villa — St James Park 
Southampton v Arsenal — The Dell 
Tottenham v Man Utd — White Hart Lane 


14, West Ham Utd 
15. Everton 

16. Derby County 
17. Middlesbrough 
18. Man, City (R). 


36 


37 
37. 
37 
37 


6 Bradford City . 
2 Manchester Utd 


13, Tottenham Hoispur37 12 
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_ New Zealand 

; Indonesia 
~ Vietnam SR 
Northern Ireland 430 


Bolivia 498 
Burkina Faso 491 
Macedonia FYR 490 
CongoDR 4866 
Uzbekistan 485 
Algeria 478 
‘AUSTRALIA 476. 
Albania 473 
472. 
472 
© 470 
470 
470 
468 
AGT 
Namibia 465 
Lithvania 462 
Belarus 454 
El Salvador 
Haiti 452 
Gabon 449 
“ Congo 448, 
Armenia’ 447 
Latvia 445 


106 Uganda 404 
107 Barbados 402 
=108Wales 399 
=108Jordan 399, 
140. Lebanon 381 
144 Libya 378 
2112 Mozambique 875: 
=112 Venezuela 875 
114 Azerbaijan 369. 
115 Faroe Islands 364 
116 Bahrain 361 
117 Madagascar 367 
118 Malawi 385, 
119 Mauritius 343 
120 Sudan 333 
424 India 332 
=122Malta 319 
=122Hong Kong 319 
124 Kazakhstan 318 
425 Panama 37 
426 St VincenvGr 


499 


_ 162 Kyrgyzstan 
_ 163. British Virgin Is, 


437. 


198 Tahiti 285 


139 Ethiopia 279 

140 Tajikistan 277 

141 Luxemburg 265 

142 Bangladesh 261 

143 Tanzania 256 

144 Andorra 252 
=145 Liechtenstein. 249 

45Korea DPR 249 


147 Antigua and Bar. 248 


148. Palestine 245, 
149. ‘St Kitts & Nevis: 242 
~ 149 Benin 242 
151 Botswana 240 
152 Maldives 239 
153 Sri Lanka 234 
154 Dominica 220 
185 Bermuda 216 
156 Gambia 214 


=157Dominican Rep 208 
=157 Cape Verde Is. 208 
159 Eritrea 195 
160 Cayman Islands 191 
161 Yemen: 190 
188 
186 


173 
170 
168 
_ 170 Nepal ie 
171 Vanuatu 162 
172 Cambodia 158 
173 Cook islands 156 
174 Samoa 489 
175. Netherlands 
Antilles 132 
176 Central 
African Rep. 127 
177 Guinea-Bissau 123 
=178 Tonga 121 
=178Guyana 121 
180 Bahamas 145 
=181 Philippines 114 
=181Sao Tome e 3 
Principe 114 
=181 Macao 4 
184 Niger 104 
185 Amba 99 
186 Belize 92 


187 Equatorial Guinea 90 
188 Seychelles 82 


189. Mongolia 81 
190. Djibouti 79 
191 Pakistan aA 
192 Nicaragua 70 
193 Anguilla 65 
194 PNG 64 


195 Brunei Dar. 63 


196. Somalia a) 


197 Puerto Rico 52 
198 US Virgin Islands 33 


199 Guam 28 

200 Turks and 
Caicos |s. 22 

201 Bhutan eae oes 


202 Montserrat ~ 
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Injured soccer fans receiving treatment at the Ridge Hospital after a stampede at a packed soccer match 


in Accra, Ghana, 


Soccer stampede claims. 
120 lives in-Ghana © 


frica suffered its worst football 

disaster ever, and its third in a 

month, when at least 120 people 
were killed in a stampede at a soccer 
match in Ghana. 

Spectators said the crowd stampeded 
when police fired teargas after fans hurled 
missiles near the end of a game last week 
between Accra team Hearts of Oak and 
arch-rivals Asante Kotoko from the cen- 
tral town of Kumasi. 

“Some died of suffocation but the 
majority seem to have been killed by 
being crushed,” said Brigadier Daniel 
‘Twum of the 37 military hospital where 
most of the dead and injured were taken 
after the stampede. 

President John Kufuor, clearly very 
shaken by the tragedy during a visit to the 
injured, told Reuters simply “this is really 
sad”. One of his officials said Kufuor 
screamed when he first heard the news. 

Twum said 102 dead were brought to 
the military hospital and officials at two 
other hospitals confirmed a further 18 
dead. He said another 50 people had been 
injured, but most were not in a serious 
cendition. 

Witnesses said that with Hearts of Oak 
leading 2-1 after two quick goals near the 
end of the game, Asante Kotoko fans 
began tearing up plastic chairs and throw- 
ing chunks onto the pitch. 

Police reacted by firing teargas into the 
packed stadium which has a capacity of 
50,000. 

“There was a mad rush out of the stadi- 
um,” spectator Mohamed Anwar told 
Reuters. 

“There was smoke and there was 
debris, and 1 counted at least 15 people 
lying on the floor in one part of the stadi- 
um. 

Some were injured and apparently 
some were dead. 

“People who fell were lying on the 
floor. You could see that they were clearly 
dead.” 

Wails of anguish echoed around the sta- 


dium as scores of bodies piled up from 
Africa's third football disaster in the last 


month and the worst in its 
history. 
On April 11, 43 soccer fans were 


crushed to death when fans tried to force 
their way into Johannesburg’s huge Ellis 


Park Stadium midway through a top South. 
African league match, 

At least seven peoplé™were killed and 
51 seriously injured in an April 30 stam- 


‘wpede in the Democratic Republic of 


Congo after police moved to break up riot- 
ing at a match in Lubumbashi. 


FAMILY CLANS RUN 
BRAZILIAN SOCCER 


oliticians investigating alleged 
Persie and mismanage- 

ment in Brazilian soccer said 
Last week they had found clear evi- 
dence that the country’s national 
sport was run by clans. 


Members of a commission of inquiry ~ 


in the Brazilian Senate reached their 
conclusion after interrogating Elmer 
Guilherme Ferreira, who is president of 
the football federation in Brazil’s sec- 
‘ond most populous state. 

Commission __general-secretary 
Geraldo Althoff said that Ferreira had 
been president of the the federation in 
Minas Gerais, which is roughly the size 
of France, for the last 14 years and that 
his father Jose Guilherme Ferreira had 
been in charge for the previous 16. 

Althoff added that Ferreira employed 
more than 20 relatives in the federa- 
tion’s workforce of 66, including his 
father. 

“We do not consider this to be ethical 
and we are worried that this also true in 
Brazil's other federations,” said Althoff. 

Commission president Alvaro Dias 
said: “A clan has governed football in 
Minas for 35 years, administering the 
Minas Gerais Football Federation as if 
it were a family property.” 

Dias said the situation was typical in 
football-mad Brazil. 

“These clans act with impunity, with- 
‘out any type of control whatsover.” 


“We don’t know how they hayen’t 
finished off Brazilian football with so 
much disorder. The federation is admin- 
istered like a joke. This shows the situ- 
ation Brazilian football is in,” he said. 


Akono quits as 
Cameroon coach 


fameroon’s unpopular couch Jean 

Paul Akono has.resigned and his 
temporary replacement will be his pre- 
decessor, Frenchman Pierre Lechantre, 
state radio reported last week. 

Akono submitted his resignation to, 
Youth and Sports Minister Bidoung 
Mpkwalt, who moved quickly to 
appoint a stop-gap coach, 

Akono’s resignation came as litte 
surprise as public pressure on him to. 
step down has been mounting: in: the 
Jast two. months because of the lack- 
lustre performances of his team, even’ 
though results have been good, 

‘Cameroonian Akono was appointed 
to take over from Lechantse last 
October after steering the Indomitable 
Lions to the gold medal at the Sydney. 
Olympic Games, 

‘The Lions” hopes of becoming the 
first side to qualify for the 2002 World 
‘Cup finals were dashed when they sur- 
ae lost. to. Angola! penultimate 
week 

Se ‘Cameroon are still expected io 


NANTES AR 
CHAMPS 


‘arama Vahirua scored the only goal as Nantes beat 

relegated St Etienne 1-0 to seal their eighth French 
first division title, Vahirua scored goal after nine min- 
utes and the Canaries held on in a tense match to clinch 
their first championship since 1995 and their first under 
coach Raynald Denoueix. 

‘The win, which put Nantes four points clear of second- 
placed Olympique Lyon with just one match to play, 
sparked off wild celebrations by the Nantes fans, thousands 
of whom invaded the Stade Beaujoire pitch. 

It was the seventh straight win for Nantes as they took 
the title in style, It was appropriate the Tahiti-born Vahirua 
was the scorer, 

He was also the marksman against Le Havre on the final 
day of last season in a 1-0 win that prevented his side from 
being relegated. 

Lyon, who won the League Cup last weekend, made sure 
of @ place alongside Nantes in next season's Champions 
League with a 5-0 thumping of relegated Strasbourg. 

It was hearty revenge after the Alsace side had beaten 
Lyon 3-0 in the semifinals of this season’s French Cup. 

The third Champions League spot will go to either 
Girondins Bordeaux, who were held 2-2 at home by Sedan, 


Romanian Viorel Moldovan of Nantes 
Jumps over Allan Olesen of St Etienne dur- 
ing their French first division match at the 
Beaujoire stadium 


or Lille, who drew 2-2 away to Paris St Germain. Bordeaux 
currently lead Lille by one point. 

Stade Rennes kept alive their hopes of a UEFA Cup 
place next season with a 1-0 win away to AJ Auxerre, 
Brazilian Severino Lucas got the first-half goal. 

Olympique Marseille got two goals from Ibrahima 
Bakayoko as they beat Bastia 2-1 at home to avoid relega- 
tion, Toulouse joined St Etienne and Strasbourg in facing 
the drop despite their 2-1 win over Metz, 

St Etienne’s defeat by Nantes means they will be rele- 
gated even if their ongoing appeal against losing seven 
points in the false passports case is upheld. 

In other matches, En Avant Guingamp drew 1-1 with 
‘Troyes while Monaco and Lens played to a 0-0 draw after 
Marcelo Gallardo missed a second-half penalty for 
Monaco. 


Alex Zickler (left), of Bayern Munich 
Scores despite the challenge of 
Kaiserslautern's Slobodan Komijenovic in 
the last minute of their match in Munich’s 
Olympic stadium. 

Buz. Munich moved closer to a third straight 

/Bundesliga title after 2 90th minute winner from sub- 
stitute Alexander Zickler gave them a 2-1 victory over 
rslautern. 


Zickler’s volley left the German champions and league 
leaders three points clear of Schalke 04 with one match to 


play. 

Schalke, who had been leading Bayern on goal difference, 
ost 1-0 at strugglers VfB Stuttgart, with Bulgarian Krassimir 
Balakov hitting the winner for the home side seconds from the 
final whistle. 

Czech striker Vratislav Lokvenc put Kaiserslautern 1-0 up 
in Munich with a header after five minutes but striker Carsten 
Jancker restored hope for Bayern 10 minutes into the second 
half. 

Bayer, on a high afier beating Real Madrid 2-1 to reach 
the Champions League final, will visit Hamburg SV next 
Saturday, 

“We needed time to find our pace,” said Bayer coach 
Ottmar Hitzfeld. “But in the second half we were the fresher 
team and showed plenty of determination. This is a well- 
deserved victory.” 

Schalke, who seriously undermined their chances of their 
first German crown in 43 years, will host SpVgg 
Unterhaching in their last game. 

“We knew it would be difficult against Stuttgart because 
they badly need points to avoid relegation,” said Schalke 
coach Huub Stevens. “i 

“We played against a team very well organised in defence 
and we never really found a way into the game. 

Borussia Dortmund took a step towards a place in at least 
the qualifying round of the Champions League when two 
goals from Ghanaian midfielder Otto Addo helped them to a 
4-1 win at SpVgg Unterhaching, now third from bottom. 

Eintracht Frankfurt will play in the second division next 
season after a 3-0 defeat at VfL Wolfsburg left them four 
points away from the first safe spot with one match to play. 

The 1980 UEFA Cup winners are 17th in the 18-strong 
league and will follow bottom club VfL Bochum, who were 
already relegated. 


VALENCIA 
| Learare striker Dely Valdes scored a hat-trick 


‘as Malaga brought European Cup finalists 
Valencia down to earth with a 3-0 defeat in the Spanish 
first division on Sunday. 

Dely Valdes opened his account on 22 minutes with a 
spectacular overhead kick after a Francisco Rufete comer, 

Six minutes before halftime he notched his second as 
he brushed the ball with his head after another Rufete cor- 
ner, 

He completed his hat-trick from the penalty spot on 77 
minutes after Gonzalo de Los Santos was pushed off the 
ball by Mauricio Pellegrino. 

Valencia were reduced to 10 men in injury-time of the 
first half after Fabian Ayala was sent off for a clumsy chal- 
lenge, 

Espanyol fought their way back from a two-goal deficit 
to hold league leaders Real Madrid to a 2-2 draw at the 
‘Santiago Bemabeu stadium in the Spanish first division on 
‘Sunday, 

Real took the lead midway through the first half 
through a Luis Figo free kick and then went 2-0 up a 
minute after the break when Raul headed home his 20th 
goal of the season, 

But Espanyol fought back with a Pablo Rotchen head- 
er and a Constantin Galca penalty, given after a hand ball 
by Femando Hierro. = 

Real were reduced to 10 men at the same time as their 
skipper also received his second booking for the incident. 

Meanwhile, Real Mallorca consolidated their bid for a 
place in next season's Champions League with a 2-0 vic- 
tory over the in-form Celta Vigo courtesy of two goals by 
Nigeria's Finidi George. 

Deportivo Coruna, who won 2-1 against Alaves on 
Friday, are second and Valencia third, level on points with 
fourth-placed Mallorca, 


Alaves’ scorer Javier Moreno (left) cele- 
brates his goal against Deportivo La 
Coruna with his team mate Pablo Gomez 
during their match at La Coruna’s Riazor 
stadium 


), AJ Auxerre 0 Rennes 14 
ivingamp 1 Troyes 1, Monaco 


We Sracauny 


Ss Ss 


Athletic Bilbao 1 Valladolid 1, Barcelona 5 Rayo Vallecano 
1, Malaga 3 Valencia 0, Las Palmas 2 Real Zaragoza 1, 
‘Numancia | Osasuna 0, Racing Santander 2 Real Oviedo 0, 
Real Mallorca 2 Celia Vigo 0, Real Madrid 2 Espanyol 2; 
Villarreal 1 Real Sociedad 3, Deportivo Coruna 2 Alaves 1. 


sSuyeuueoay 


Seeeeeeeeeceere rere es 


Mouscron 1 Standard Liege 1, Ghent 2 La Louviere 
2, Genk 2 Beerschot 0, Lierse 0 Club Bruges 2, 
Anderlecht 1 Mechelen 0, Antwerp 0 Aalst 0, 
Charleroi 1 Sint-Truiden 7, Beveren 1 Westerlo 4, 
Lokeren 3 Harelbeke 0. 


1, Anderlecht 

2. Club Bruges 

3. Standard Liege 
4, Beerschot 

5. Lokeren 

6. Ghent 

7. Westerlo 

8. Mouscron 

9. Charleroi 

10. Lierse 

11, Genk 

12. Antwerp 

13. Beveren 

14, Sint-Truiden 
15. La Louviere 
16, Aalst 

17. Harelbeke 

18. Mechelen 4 9 20 39 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Ajax Amsterdam 3 Feyenoord 4, Utrecht 3 Roda JC 
Kerkrade 0, NEC Nijmegen 0 NAC Breda 2, Sparta 
Rotterdam 0 AZ Alkmaar 3, Graafschap 
Doetinchem 0 RKC Waalwijk 1, Heerenveen 0 
Vitesse Amhem 0, Willem II Tilburg 3 Groningen 0, 
RBC Roosendaal 1 PSV Eindhoven 2, Fortuna 
Sittard 0 Twente Enschede 2. 


pees 


we SrIMPACAUMHCCw 


P 
1, PSV Eindhoven 32 
2. Feyenoorte 32 
3. Roda JC Kerkrade 32 
4, Ajax Amsterdam 31 
5. Utrecht 32 
6. RKC Waalwijk 32 
7. Vitesse Amhem 31 
8. Willem II Tilburg 32 
9. Heerenveen 32 
10. NAC Breda 
11, NEC Nijmegen 
12. Twente Enschede 
13. Groningen 
14. AZ Alkmaar 
15. Graafschap 
16, Fortuna Sittard 
17. Sparta Rotterdam 
18. RBC Roosendaal 


Farense 1 Maritimo 2, Vitoria Guimaraes 3 
Campomariorense 0, Alverca 0 Bélenenses 3, Aves 
3 Estrela Amadora 2, Beira Mar 3 Braga 0, Gil 
Vicente 3 Benfica 0, Salgueiros 1 Boavista 5, Porto 
3 Uniao Leiria 0, Sporting 1 Pacos Ferreira 3. 


oS 


18 74 
25 70 
59 
57 
52 
52 
50 
48 
47 
40 
39 
39 
36 
33 
31 


6. Belenenses 

7. Uniao Leiria 

8. Beira Mar 

9. Pacos Ferreira 

10. Maritimo 

11. Alverca 

12, Salgueiros 

13. Farense 

14. Vitoria Guimaraes 
15. Gil Vicente 

16. Campomaiorense 32 29 
17. Aves 32 21 
18. Estrela Amadora 32 18 


Satsiacuse 


etre CEB 
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THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA : 
_ TOTAL - | _ HOME | __AWAY 


Na 


}/ SOUTH MELBOURNE 30 21 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES | 30 18 
| PERTH GLORY 30 18 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 30 17 


| MARCONI STALLIONS 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS |30 14 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE _| 2 


MOS /y lap) 


DIN} ] CO} |W] D |N P| 1D) | 09/0 


O10 [00 }00] 1] CIN INN] O)O)/N INI 


| FOOTBALL KINGZ 30 12 4 
PARRAMATTA POWER 1 
SYDNEY UNITED 30 12 2 

CANBERRA COSMOS 30 11 2 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 30 9 4 

} NORTHERN SPIRIT 30 8 4 
NEWCASTLE UNITED Kleimard z 
5 0 


EASTERN PRIDE 28 


se 
my OO 


MARCONI STALLIONS 


Oo 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
(Cardozo 35, Marusic 62) | 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. 

Crowd: 6,087. Referee: G. Connolly. 
Cautions: Bell (MS) 36, Costanzo (MS) 37, 
Goutzioulis (SQ) 56. 

Red Cards: Bell (MS) 60, 


Teams: MARCONI STALLIONS: Turnbull, 
Costanzo, Longo, Kim, — Radulovic 
(Trajanovski 64), Brownlie (Maisano 68), 
Gibson (Care 64), Renaud, Bell, Zoric, 
Thompson. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC; Bolton, Kohler, Ballie, 
duric, Matusic, Halpin Cane 84), 2 . 
Goutzioulis (Carle 76), Owens (Zorbas 40), iney Olympic's tenacious defender 
Augetinios, Cardozo, Packer soot Belle (et), tussles with Marconi’s 

young striker Royce Brownlie. 


z 
KNIGHTS 2 


PERTH GLO 
(Deans 67, Maloney 93+) 


MELBOURNE 
(Cervinski 5, Horvat 28) 
Venue: Subiaco Oval. Crowd: 31,710. Referee: S. Micallef. 


Cautions: Lapsansky (MK) 16, Naven (PG) 27, Vasilevski (MK) 71, Jolic (MK) 93+ 
Red Cards: Marth (MK) 66 


=aa=4 Teams: PERTH GLORY: 
Petkovic, Milicevic, Naven, 
Miller, Edwards (Mrdja 57), 
Despotovski.  Wehrman, 
Edgar (Maloney 57), Mori, 
Faria, Deans (Valle 83). 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: 


| Acevski, Vasilevski, SUNDAY MAY 20 


) R.Vargas.  Ognenovski, 
=| Porter (Rajher 89), A-Vargas MINOR SEML-FINAL 


(Jolic 68), Da Costa, Sydney Olympic... ... 2.22.2 VS pees eee e eee Melbourne Kni 
Horvat, Cervinski (Vukadin = ao 


87), Marth, Lapsanasky. MAJOR SEMI-FINAL — 2nd Leg 
South Melbourne ....-...---- le eee Wollongong Wolves 


Melbourne Knights Toto Da Costa latches onto a ball 
in the game against Perth Glory in which ended 2-2. 


= — a — = 


